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2022-2023 Members
Returning

Samar Abdelfatah

Hope Mills, NC 
English as a Second Language Specialist

Samar Abdelfatah is from Cairo, Egypt. She is an ESL specialist with the Cumberland 
County Schools and City of Fayetteville human relations commissioner. She received 
her bachelor’s degree in arts and education from Ain Shams University (TESOL). She 
pursued her master’s degree in teaching methodology at Cairo University, and a Career 
Certification in Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language from the American University in 
Cairo. She worked as a K–12 principal at the Bloom International School (2013–18) and 
served for many distinguished international schools in Egypt. She was a book reviewer and curriculum advisor for 
Oxford Publishers U.K. and a cultural ambassador and exchange teacher in Chicago, Illinois, for the American Councils 
for International Education 2016–17. 

Daylan Bradshaw

Denver, CO 
English Language Development Instructor (grades 6–8)

Daylan Bradshaw was born and raised in Denver, Colorado. He is in his seventh year of 
teaching with six of those as an English language development teacher for Tier B/C students 
with the Denver Public Schools, at Compass Academy. His planning, implementation, and 
data has allowed him—through the urging of his administration—to highlight best practices 
of language acquisition for his school. In his classroom, he strives to have students embrace 
their world perspective, language(s) and culture, and learn from others through a lens of empathy and understanding. 
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Adriana Eifert

Tampa Bay, FL 
Elementary English to Speakers of Other Languages Teacher

As an ESOL teacher, Adriana Eifert views her role as educator, advocate, and ambassador. 
Ensuring that her students’ needs and voices are heard and appreciated; helping families 
navigate the public education system and reap benefits for their children; and helping 
teachers identify ELLs’ strong skills and unique talents. She graduated from the Instituto 
Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey in Mexico with a Bachelor of Science 
in Business Administration and from Belmont Abbey College with a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education. She has 
always been focused on servant leadership with roles as a bilingual assistant teacher, bilingual Medicaid case manager, 
and currently as ESOL teacher. She enjoys spending time with her husband and two lovely daughters, reading, and 
relaxing on the beach.

Elizabeth Folberg 
Verona, WI 
English Learner Resource Teacher

Elizabeth Folberg is a National Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) to English learners. She 
holds a bachelor’s in French and an MEd in Teaching Second Languages and Cultures from 
the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. Currently, she teaches grades 3–5 in the Verona 
Area School District and has been teaching K–5 English learners since 2004. Prior to that, 
she worked as a middle and high school French teacher in Central Wisconsin, Indiana, and 
Ohio. She has served as mentor, instructional coach, and has led professional development 
sessions.

Jiyeon Jeong 

Charlottesville, VA 
English to Speakers of Other Languages Teacher

Jiyeon Jeong was born and raised in South Korea. She currently teaches multilingual 
learners as an ESOL teacher in Charlottesville, Virginia. She earned her master’s in TESOL 
from the School for International Training (SIT) in Vermont in 2004, along with her ESL 
teaching certificate in K–12 public schools. She has taught various levels of multilingual 
learners since she completed her graduate education. Her overall teaching experience 
includes working in elementary schools in Vermont for three years, North Carolina for 10 years (in the Durham Public 
School System), and most recently in South Carolina for three years. In her free time, she enjoys doing yoga and 
walking with her friends.
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Ann Marchant

Stevens Point, WI 
English as a Second Language Teacher

Ann Marchant is a National Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) of English as a new language. 
She teaches multilingual learners in grades 4K–12th across the state of Wisconsin through 
the Rural Virtual Academy. Prior to that she taught multilingual learners at Stevens Point 
Area High School in Stevens Point, WI, and before that she taught in the New York City 
public schools. She earned her master’s degree in TESOL from Teachers College at 
Columbia University and her bachelor’s degree in classical languages from Carleton College. She is passionate about 
sharing multilingual learners’ assets with all of their teachers and ensuring they receive equal access to the core 
curriculum.

Lisa Rose Martin

Goshen, IN 
English Learner Teacher

Lisa Rose Martin teaches multilingual learners in grades K–4 in Goshen, Indiana. Prior 
to working at the elementary level, she taught high school English as a new language, 
English 9, and English 10. Some of her professional interests include co-teaching, literacy 
instruction for multilingual learners, and practices that support equity of educational 
opportunity. Lisa Rose holds a master’s degree in applied linguistics from the University 
of Massachusetts Boston. She earned her bachelor’s degree in elementary education and TESOL certification from 
Goshen College.

Puja Mullins

Ypsilanti, MI 
English Learner Coordinator

Puja Mullins is the EL coordinator at Lincoln Consolidated Schools. She was honored 
with the Distinguished Teacher of the Year Award and is a past recipient of the University 
of Michigan Press Award and Eastern Michigan University Dean’s Travel Award. She 
is a founding member of the UM Center for Digital Curricula and leads the regional 
EL collaborative network. A seasoned presenter, she has shared her work at TESOL 
International, MI-TESOL, and Special Populations Conferences. As a Bangladeshi immigrant, Puja keeps her 
experiences as a person of color and multilingual learner at the forefront of her efforts in strengthening equity in 
education. A cornerstone of her philosophy is that educating a child cannot be removed from empowering the family.
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Marcy Schumacher

Kansas City, MO 
English Language Development Teacher/Specialist

Growing up in a bilingual family has made teaching English learners a passion for Marcy  
Schumacher. She strives daily to give her students the love and support she had as a 
student. She designs her lessons to connect their classroom learning with their lives. Marcy 
began her teaching career in 1996, working for the Park Hill School District. She feels 
fortunate to work for the same school district she attended in high school. Marcy feels the 
most pride when students return as young adults to reminisce about their time in her class, and the sense of belonging 
they felt. She received her Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education in 1995 from Northwest Missouri State 
University and in 2003 completed her Master of Science in ESL at Kansas State University. In addition to being chosen 
as a 2021 WIDA Fellow, she has earned these awards: 2006 Northland Excellence in Teaching, 2015 Renner Spirit, and 
2017 Park Hill Teacher of the Year.

New

Rachel Braun

Lexington, VA 
English Learner Teacher/Coordinator

Rachel Braun is an EL teacher/coordinator at Rockbridge County Public Schools. She has 
taught ELs from kindergarten through high school over the last 16 years in five states. She is 
a National Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) in English as a new language and holds an  
MSEd in Literacy Education with an emphasis in ESL and bilingual education. Rachel is 
passionate about celebrating her students’ multilingualism and has taught in dual language 
programs in three states. She supports her current school community as a teacher, coordinator, and interpreter. Rachel 
is driven by the desire to support others just as she has been supported throughout her career, and she is passionate 
about inspiring children to recognize their voice, talents, and passion.

Gail Cappaert

DeKalb, IL 
English as a Second Language Teacher/Area Coordinator for World Languages

Gail Cappaert is the ESL teacher and area coordinator for world languages at Dekalb High 
School. She received a bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University and started 
her career in education teaching Spanish and German. Gail worked for two years at the 
American School of Quito, Ecuador, and went on to earn a master’s in TESOL from Grand 
Valley State University and a doctorate from Northern Illinois University. She also teaches 
ESL methods for undergraduates and loves working with teacher candidates. Gail’s goal is to empower students through 
education and she strives to help students excel in English and to be proud of their home language and culture.
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Jennifer Cárdenas

Columbia, SC 
Multilingual Program Specialist

Jennifer Cárdenas is a multilingual program specialist in an elementary school in Columbia, 
South Carolina. Before she became an MLP specialist, she taught second and fourth 
grades in mainstream classrooms. Jennifer received her master’s in education from the 
University of South Carolina, where she is currently pursuing a doctoral degree. Her current 
study focuses on language learners’ identities in the mainstream classroom. Furthermore, 
Jennifer’s teaching philosophy includes providing students the opportunity to authentically engage with each other and 
within our world to make a positive change. Her perspective on the purpose of education includes giving all students 
equitable access to the curriculum, as well as taking into consideration their diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 
For this reason, Jennifer loves collaborating with mainstream teachers in a co-teaching capacity. She also loves to travel 
and work with learners in classrooms worldwide.

Rana Chaaban

Mooresville, NC 
English as a Second Language Teacher

Rana Chaaban is an ESL teacher at Coddle Creek Elementary and Brawley Middle School in 
North Carolina. Her journey in education started 25 years ago. Born and raised in Lebanon, 
Rana obtained her certificate in teaching English and English as a second language 
from the Teacher Training College of Beirut. Before immigrating to the United States, she 
spent the first three years of her career teaching in private and rural public schools in 
Lebanon. Rana’s experiences teaching abroad and facing the challenges of moving to a new country have shaped 
her perspective as an educator. As the founder of her school’s multicultural night, she celebrates the diversity of her 
students and embraces their home languages in their English learning journey.

Isabel Haller-Gryc

Plymouth, MI 
English Learner Curriculum Coordinator

For the entirety of her professional career, Isabel Haller-Gryc has worked to enhance English 
language instruction for students of all ages. She began her teaching career more than 
two decades ago in inner-city Phoenix as a bilingual first-grade teacher. Isabel taught adult 
English language learners at the university level after moving to the Pacific Northwest before 
going back to work in K–12 education as an MLL specialist. Additionally, she has served as 
an adjunct faculty member for MLL teacher education programs at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. Isabel 
is passionate about assisting teachers in identifying and removing barriers to ensure equitable outcomes for MLLs. She 
is particularly devoted to helping educators implement linguistically responsive practices to meet the demands of the 
core curriculum. Isabel recently received her EdD in Education Policy, Organization, and Leadership with a focus on 
diversity and equity from the University of Illinois. Her research centered on teachers’ linguistic awareness in relation to 
the Common Core State Standards writing demands. Her findings emphasized the necessity for enhanced professional 
learning, particularly the inclusion of the WIDA ELD Standards Framework to support teachers of MLLs. Currently, Isabel 
serves as the EL Curriculum Coordinator for Plymouth-Canton Community Schools in Plymouth, Michigan.
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Maryna Hedeen
Woodhaven, MI 
English Learner Teacher

Maryna Hedeen holds a Bachelor of Arts in Ukrainian and English from Vinnytsia State 
Pedagogical University (Vinnytsia, Ukraine) and a Master of Arts in TESOL/Applied 
Linguistics from the University of Northern Iowa (Cedar Falls, IA). She works as an 
English learner teacher in the Woodhaven Brownstown School District where she helps 
K–7 multilingual students at Bates Elementary and Brownstown Middle schools. Maryna 
sees her position as a link between multilingual learners, their families, and school staff. She is an advocate for her 
students and strives to help them succeed socially and academically in and out of the classroom. Among other 
projects, Maryna collaborates with media specialists and classroom teachers to bring multicultural books to school 
libraries and classrooms to make sure that her students are being represented and feel included at school. She gives 
presentations to her colleagues concerning the uniqueness of working with multilingual learners. Maryna also helps her 
colleagues develop appropriate accommodations for multilingual learners and incorporate multicultural content into 
the curriculum. She champions the celebration of heritage months (Hispanic, Arabic, AAPI) by sharing materials with 
teachers and students. Maryna seizes every opportunity to take her students on field trips around Southeast Michigan 
so they can experience new and interesting things while trying to figure out who they are and where their dreams 
can take them. In her free time, she enjoys reading picture books, mid-grade graphic novels, and adult fiction and 
nonfiction; walking around new and familiar neighborhoods; and taking day trips with her family.

Bryan Johnson
Bismarck, ND 
English Learner Teacher

Bryan Johnson is a secondary EL teacher at Bismarck High in Bismarck, North Dakota. He 
has been teaching for seven years, five of them being in EL related positions. Bryan was 
previously an English literature teacher but felt the pull to ELL after working closely with a 
student in his class. He has piloted programs to implement the WIDA Standards Framework 
in his district and is a staunch fighter for equity and inclusion in the education system.

Claudia Martínez
Reidsville, GA 
English to Speakers of Other Languages Teacher & Adjunct Professor

Dr. Claudia Martinez is an ESOL teacher at North Tattnall Middle School and an adjunct 
professor at Georgia Southern University. She was the 2020 GATESOL teacher of the year. 
Dr. Martinez received the Best Example of Teacher & Student Wellbeing Programs award 
at the 2022 Georgia Tech and Learning Summit. Her personal story is proof that when given 
the right conditions, students can accomplish anything. Dr. Martinez is a first-generation 
immigrant and high school graduate. She is a product of public education in a southern 
rural district.  Dr. Martinez is passionate about educating others and believes in the importance of critical and culturally 
sustaining pedagogy. She decided to become an ESOL teacher because she knew the EL and migrant struggle first-
hand. “I became an ESOL teacher to help create better learning experiences and opportunities for other minorities. I 
want to show other minority students that they can go to college and make a difference. I want them to see me and 
think, ‘if she could do it, I can do it too.’”
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Jacqueline Nelson

Providence, RI 
Literacy Coach

Jacqueline (Jackie) Nelson is the literacy coach at the Newcomer Academy in Providence, 
Rhode Island. The program serves over 100 students with interrupted formal education 
(SIFE) students who live in Providence and who have not yet earned high school credit. 
Part of her role as a coach allows her to manage and implement curriculum, plan field trips, 
work with teachers to support instruction of MLL students, participate on the response 
to intervention team, and collaborate with leadership to improve programming for the students in Providence. Jackie 
brings nearly 15 years of urban teaching experience to her position. She received her master’s in TESOL from Rhode 
Island College in 2016. As an advocate for equity, Jackie has participated in many statewide organizations to ensure that 
multilingual learners have the highest quality education and a wide variety of opportunities to share their assets with 
their communities. She takes great pride in her home state of Rhode Island and strives to make the smallest state in the 
nation the most welcoming for all.

Sarah Parrish

Silver Springs, MD 
Department of Multilingual Learning Content Specialist

Sarah Parrish is the multilingual learner content specialist at Argyle Middle School in 
Montgomery County, Maryland—supervising English, French, and Spanish language 
learning programming. She holds a bachelor’s in Spanish and linguistics from New 
York University, with teaching certification in special education and English as a second 
language. Sarah completed her master’s in students with disabilities and a bilingual 
extension in Spanish at the City College of New York through the NYC Teaching Fellows Program. She is a National 
Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) of English as a new language.

Theresa Vick

Fairbanks, AK 
English Language Learner Specialist

Theresa Vick has taught at the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District for over 
20 years and—for most of that time—worked as a district-wide English language learner 
teacher and consultant. After she graduated from the University of Alaska-Fairbanks with a 
Bachelor of Arts in English, she became interested in multilingual literacy as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in the Philippines. Theresa went on to work as an English language assistant 
in Japan, and subsequently earned her Master of Arts in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages at the 
University of Birmingham, U.K. She is passionate about guiding students to discover their own path and power so they 
can work toward the future of their choosing.




