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WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting: Communications Toolkit for Educators

Use this toolkit to share details about WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting 2026 with your colleagues. This toolkit is divided into three sections: 
· Communication supports
· Sample messages for emails or newsletters
· Sample messages for social media

Important! The results of the WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting event – the new WIDA ACCESS proficiency level cut scores, to be more specific – may affect each state, territory, or federal agency a little differently. Because of this, your state education agency (SEA) is conducting its own data analysis. During this process, your SEA may decide to
· Revisit how accountability and growth are calculated. 
· Reexamine your English learner reclassification criteria. 

Want to ask your SEA about this? Find your SEA’s contact info on the WIDA website. Select your state, territory, or federal agency from the member/state dropdown menu (it’s on the upper right corner of every page). 
Communication Supports
Use the following communication supports in your messages to your colleagues.
‘Educators at the center of ACCESS standard setting’ news article 
Need to quickly explain to someone what happened at the WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting event? Share the Educators at the center of ACCESS standard setting news article. It explains standard setting and includes relevant post standard setting resources for educators. 
WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting informational webpage
Does a colleague want to take a deeper dive into all things standard setting? Share the Learn About ACCESS Standard Setting 2026 webpage. It’s a useful tool to help your colleagues understand why standard setting is important and what happens before, during, and after the event. On the webpage find links to
· This document 
· The “Understanding WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting 2026”​ presentation slides
· The WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting 2026 promotional graphic (Use this alt text with the graphic: Illustration of three educators sitting side by side at a table with an ACCESS test booklet, papers, pencils, and a laptop scattered around them and a table skirt says WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting) 
· The “What you need to know: WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting 2026” info sheet for school or district leaders 
Sample messages (in Q&A style) for emails or newsletters
We wrote the following sample messages in a Q&A style. Copy, paste, tweak, and send the Q&As that resonate most with colleagues in your state, territory, or federal agency.
Before we talk about standard setting: What is WIDA ACCESS?
WIDA ACCESS is a suite of summative English language proficiency assessments given annually to all English learners in grades K-12 in the WIDA Consortium. It is used to monitor students’ progress in learning English for academic purposes and assesses the four language domains of Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing.
WIDA ACCESS is a standards-based assessment, anchored in the WIDA English Language Development Standards Framework. It meets federal requirements for monitoring and reporting student progress toward English language proficiency under the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015.
Before we talk about standard setting: What is the WIDA Consortium?
The WIDA Consortium is comprised of 42 U.S. states, territories, and federal agencies. As part of our state’s membership, we receive access to research-based language development standards frameworks, language proficiency assessments, and high-quality professional learning to support multilingual learner education. WIDA is housed at the highly ranked University of Wisconsin-Madison’s School of Education. Learn more at wida.wisc.edu.
Why did WIDA need to have a standard setting event?
WIDA ACCESS (K-12) was updated to reflect the WIDA English Language Development Standards Framework, 2020 Edition. The updated assessment was first administered in the 2025-2026 school year. You can learn more about those updates in this article from 2025. For the consortium's states, territories, and federal agencies, that meant holding a standard setting event to ensure that the standards, assessment, and proficiency levels are all aligned.
What happened at the WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting event? 
WIDA released a revised WIDA ACCESS assessment and a redesigned WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten assessment in the 2025-2026 school year. As part of this revision work, WIDA was required to hold a standard setting.
During the July 2026 event, more than 100 expert educator panelists gathered in Boston, Massachusetts, to determine the proficiency level cut scores that will be applied to WIDA ACCESS starting in the 2026-2027 school year. Proficiency levels range from 1.0-6.0 and align to the six WIDA English language proficiency levels. They help educators, students and families understand how students can comprehend and use English in the classroom. Standard setting panelists helped WIDA determine the level of performance a student needed to achieve on WIDA ACCESS for each proficiency level.
How does WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting affect our school/district?
When you receive a student’s 2027 WIDA ACCESS Individual Student Report, you may notice differences between their reported proficiency levels and what you and their other teachers expect. Because WIDA ACCESS tells you about a student’s abilities at one point in time, many factors can potentially impact their scores. 
When reviewing 2027 score reports
· Use a student’s scale scores – reported on a vertical scale from 100-600 – to measure whether students made progress from 2025-2026 to 2026-2027. (Remember: Proficiency levels are a grade-level interpretation of these scale scores.) 
· Treat WIDA ACCESS scores as one of many pieces of information that can inform decisions you make about student supports. The new proficiency level cut scores may affect student scores differently depending on domain and grade level. 
· Use the proficiency level descriptors on the Individual Student Report to identify what the scores indicate students can do. Compare those descriptors with schoolwork, in-class assessments, and educator insights to create a complete picture of each student’s English language development.
In the meantime, our state education agency (SEA) leadership is analyzing the results of standard setting and how they may affect English learners. As part of that process, they may decide to
· Revisit how accountability and growth are calculated in [insert name of state, territory, or federal agency]. 
· Reexamine our English learner reclassification criteria. 
[Insert any state, territory, or federal agency-specific guidance you may have received.]
What happens now that standard setting is over? 
WIDA will release the following updated resources in spring 2027: 
· WIDA ACCESS Interpretive Guide for Score Reports for educators
· WIDA ACCESS: Understanding Your Child’s Scores flyers for families (available in several languages) 
In the meantime, our state education agency (SEA) leadership is analyzing the results of standard setting and how they may affect English learners. As part of that process, they may decide to
· Revisit how accountability and growth are calculated in [insert name of state, territory, or federal agency]. 
· Reexamine our English learner reclassification criteria. 
[Insert any state, territory, or federal agency-specific guidance you may have received.]
Sample messages for social media
Copy, paste, tweak, and post the following messages on your social media.
Sample message promoting the standard setting news article
Want to know what happened at the WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting event and how it affects teachers like us? Check out the “Educators at the center of ACCESS standard setting” news article: https://wida.wisc.edu/news/educators-center-access-standard-setting 
Sample message about the standard setting webpage
Want to take a deeper dive into all things WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting? Find out what happened before, during, and after the event and how it affects teachers like us! Explore the About ACCESS Standard Setting 2026 webpage: https://wida.wisc.edu/standardsetting 
Hashtags 
Use WIDA hashtags with your messages:
· #WIDA
· #WIDAACCESS 

Tag WIDA on social media: 
· Facebook: @WIDA.UW 
· X: @WIDA_UW 
· Instagram: @wida_uw 
· LinkedIn: @WIDA-UW
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