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Activity

Test administrators complete training and certifications NEW

DESE orders test materials for schools (Two Pre-ID file uploads) NEW
Online test set-up (do not add students before December 18) NEW
Schools receive paper test materials

Administer ACCESS tests NEW

Additional Test Materials Ordering

Last day newly arrived identified ELs are required to be tested

Deadline for UPS pickup of paper materials for on-time reporting
Pre-reporting data validation (the only time schools can validate data) NEW
Results posted in WIDA AMS (including reweighted overall scores) NEW
Paper results received in schools and districts

Post-reporting data validation (DESE only) NEW
Validated and corrected results posted in WIDA AMS

Sept 2025 — February 2026
November 18 and December 18, 2025
Nov 25, 2025 — Mar 6, 2026
January 5 — 6, 2026

January 5 — February 27, 2026
January 5 — February 20, 2026
February 20, 2026

March 3, 2026

March 30 — April 3, 2026

April 27, 2026

May 15 - 18, 2026

May 20, 2026

June 9, 2026


https://portal.wida.us/course/courselist;id=374365cd-0a3f-eb11-a2db-0050568beee8

o Staff should contact their District ACCESS Test Coordinator for
assistance in creating WIDA Personal or WIDA AMS accounts.

* New District ACCESS Test Coordinators who require a district test
coordinator account should ensure their name appears in that role in
School and District Profiles, then contact:

 DRC Help Desk (for WIDA AMS accounts)
« 855-787-9615 or WIDA@DataRecognitionCorp.com

 WIDA Help Desk (for WIDA personal accounts)
» 866-276-7735 or help@wida.wisc.edu

* Instructions for Creating WIDA and WIDA AMS Personal Accounts can
be found on the DESE ACCESS web page.



https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
mailto:WIDA@DataRecognitionCorp.com
mailto:help@wida.wisc.edu
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/PersonalAccount-Instruct.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/PersonalAccount-Instruct.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access

Before contacting WIDA or DRC for a new District ACCESS Test Coordinator account:

1

2.
3.
4.

Navigate to profiles.doe.mass.edu.

From the Directories tab, select “Public School District” from the drop-down.
Select your district.

Once you have selected your district, select “People” on the left-hand side of the
page to view a list of roles and people in those roles. Only those who are listed as
ACCESS for ELLs Test Coordinators under Public School Districts will be able to
have WIDA and DRC set up accounts for them.

If the information listed is out of date, contact your Directory Administrator to
update the Profiles page. A list of Directory Administrators is located here:
http://www.doe.mass.edu/InfoServices/data/diradmin/list.aspx



https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/InfoServices/data/diradmin/list.aspx

Public Sites

MA state page of the WIDA website DESE ACCESS web page
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/ma www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access



https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/ma
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access

DESE Security Portal
-

DropBox
Copy of Pre-ID file
2025 ACCESS results (R1, R2, R3)
File layouts
Data validation potential errors

Edwin
EL327
EL627
PR600




Log in for trainings and
certification quizzes,

resources and manuals,
recorded webinars from
WIDA and DRC.

Information about:
WIDA Assessments
WIDA English Language
Development Standards

Framework (2020 edition)
Family Engagement
Professional Learning
offerings
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A WIDA AMS account is used to complete the following tasks:

Edit and create online test registrations

Print test tickets

Order additional test materials
Download reports

View initial results

Complete data validation
Track materials

11




 DRC INSIGHT Chromebook application will transition from a Kiosk mode
application to a Progressive Web Application (PWA).

« All districts that use Chromebooks for testing will need to uninstall the Kiosk
application and install the PWA version of DRC INSIGHT.

* An error message will display if the PWA version of DRC INSIGHT has not
been installed, and students will not be able to test until the installation is
complete.

* Instructions are available in the Technology User Guide (TUG) in WIDA AMS
My Applications>General Information>Documents.

« See email from DRC sent to Technology Coordinators on June 18, 2025 for
more information

« See DRC webinar Welcome Back: What's New in 2025-20267 (Sept. 2, 2025)
In the WIDA Secure Portal>Webinars.
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/url7125.datarecognitioncorp.com/ls/click?upn=u001.AR6CENaHPlls-2Fj3BgBzNNSYUDyoSfzxuLxIFCOl9-2B0f8JOjrxmCWd-2BQgdnGbo8wB4-2BzJKqSuqPyyWs-2BQU-2FWAZ-2BnkCeHKVpgMbIJLeRFncHM-3D7wD-_82Tygn-2Bd0Ni0utBTOazOz2ZBnTxnQbdDWp2DL9T73-2Fglpg-2FUskVm5ohAcxzhH3ryLO6QKgV9i32mCGJX6QRVHRLlNlP4x6IjnjQ9m6Lmoc3lq4GWkGX5LricaYCW5O9Iu28QWEbMC-2F6lc05V-2BKKD-2BuYQlsoDoLGAcdZrLjR901WGhw3aVygbtYLJbGo-2FcP-2FH-2FF8EdrPfqNM5fvTFauSCOSEw5fg7De3B8hbxpgdC1w5fD8e0xRxAVATIuo1j815G3MiuOdv6GN-2FG90cYHOIAeutnKyg3-2BcR3nGII5UbfrQYhA9HGOoKiyivFudVN-2BbseSjRwB6eALd5Wf7MOAvgQg-2F5XUF75RVZCedb792ZWmtZ2st2hbpGPKsWXO-2BADAiaGcW39rlo4wjJuHluG5xkUlR4kHFi79y0QAh6w-2BBgsA8UOeM-2FXrfLcAo9ynJDiYsm37DBU43k37886vGpeFdwu7PPG6Z5cX3hASCRChHUp2KIwzM4-2ByrUJvzI0NHLjk4-2F8bbnvt4nJ4nDMi9w0AgVm78UmgX9DdyF29LI-2FA1qcHSdeMdBJkBofPJj-2BHIMQ6eZpZpV3uutSVFlpy-2Fh7d-2FHaMFVSzdJselRWsxv3weoMe5ALdVlngv3nHbazguEEcriLASw0abQl-2BGPrOVEZpUav2PEafM5vO1je-2F4-2FyqgY5UDgj7dEjC1Buxzj-2F3Qbh59wkhPXalYh37iIhE0MAk4LeXoGKaXGLZVc68ayXdCqe90zdJ2ZUu55aFL0EQ2Zr1KYz2IYvZEAn97-2B0Z76uzOFmxIpQZwWh09WHFidbNHBLbZpdxjDR73Fyq8hbg25nd61vVAUmF4jxJeYMdK2wTue-2B0SPSBic-2FOEjNRKcOwoAv1eCj7cQEL7BrZTn-2FE97EUsiBec2yGqHcbtAjxNWUNvn-2FHuohKWL4leb3TgDwemp9oA05vLOj264aWlEWN6T5VlWOPoUi-2BfgyhQ-2BlnEqsZA-2FpwTiIM6XhflDnURnp9IwyIwLE0Ud8LmuvoE3tKTfah9OHKEPkrvjZkecbfHno8aMImA-3D-3D__;!!CPANwP4y!S6jZxzIfqG2sD2wL9US_xDa2YzVJ1c5ngDp1Bh6zYypIM6pK8B8BB2bL5RNJ6BiEZZK9VWbEn0ieU0PHf_vt_uy_NZE$
https://portal.wida.us/webinar/detail/71940e1c-77b6-438f-a951-acd66cff3100
https://portal.wida.us/webinar/detail/71940e1c-77b6-438f-a951-acd66cff3100
https://portal.wida.us/webinar/detail/71940e1c-77b6-438f-a951-acd66cff3100

WIDA ACCESS Online and WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten WIDA ACCESS in 2025-2026
« Both tests incorporate the 2020 ELD Standards Framework
Kindergarten test and training — new training available Sept 29, 2025 in the WIDA Secure Portal
« ALL must take Kindergarten training if administering the Kindergarten ACCESS this year
Low Vision (LV) accommodation script for Kindergarten (order from DRC 855-787-9615)
Speaking domain for braille. Training available September 1, 2025 in the WIDA Secure Portal:
» Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring WIDA Screener and WIDA ACCESS Bralille
« Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring WIDA Screener and WIDA ACCESS Brallle

Audio Streaming in WIDA AMS for ACCESS Paper (CDs still an option and will be shipped this year).
« See page 45 of the Test Administrator Manual.

New Speaking scoring training and certification courses for WIDA ACCESS Paper. If administering Paper in 2026, take:

« Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring ACCESS Paper
» Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring ACCESS Paper
WIDA Alternate Screener training
* ALL must take Alt Screener training if administering the Alt Screener
» Massachusetts Guidance on Administering the WIDA Alternate Screener
« WIDA Alternate Screener October 1 webinar (DESE) on MA state page of WIDA website

13


https://wida.wisc.edu/revisingaccess
https://wida.wisc.edu/revisingaccess
https://wida.wisc.edu/revisingaccess
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=143542&elqTrackId=D5342AB2BD35B9389ED97F211DE01095&elq=017b82311fa84053bb01c719e09a635b&elqaid=70866&elqat=1&elqak=8AF54AF96361FD6CD2D9F253C6803C0B0066C92FEFAE125BD95AD123BD98D8A8E839__;!!CPANwP4y!RctqLYRz0zbkk3M9PmGHeFmpAHRhfo3b_Fos81Lwv1MJQFe0u4_qC6ldvOZ2T-xUXTjD59DelHyYASXciieBvshd$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/alternate-screener.docx__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVANO_0Qg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/alternate-screener.docx__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVANO_0Qg$
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/Website/State%20Pages/Massachusetts/MA-ALT-Screener-Webinar-2025.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/Website/State%20Pages/Massachusetts/MA-ALT-Screener-Webinar-2025.pdf

Updates to WIDA Webpages

 WIDA Screeners (Online, Paper, Kindergarten) are now on one WIDA Screener webpage.
* includes guidance for educators on preparing for, administering, and scoring WIDA Screeners

« Separate WIDA Alternate Screener and WIDA Alternate Screener Score Calculator
webpages.

 One WIDA ACCESS webpage for Online, Paper, and Kindergarten. Visit this page to
compare test features and scores for each of the WIDA ACCESS assessments.

+ All of the above webpages include a Resources to Share with Families section.

Updates to Family Handouts
« What is WIDA Screener? replaces the “Explaining ELL Status and What |Is Language
Testing?”
« What is WIDA Alternate Screener?
* Redesigned What is WIDA ACCESS?
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138513&elqTrackId=B8AC5F04622C3967C504EC93B5AA1689&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF56E08B1FDF830DFDF90EBCC321C175D51167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZERHuaEX8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138512&elqTrackId=6097059512182C44803115EDEF57DE02&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF50B682368664115AF20A345604F0D9927167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZEfImlqn2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138511&elqTrackId=058E2386D12078706CF8F952D78C5ADB&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5432FD53C3A9FA9CC3687CF625F2EF7FD167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZEQtZ5Jm7$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138510&elqTrackId=02A960EA797646036BBAF53235D6E2CA&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5DE01BE2630F86D11D6535D0B147EA218167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZEXuhxs_o$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138516&elqTrackId=0F2F099427C46F013CB4FA78932E9D07&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5240F98FC48ADA673B4C3F06D18840DDC167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZEYZZcRoq$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138516&elqTrackId=0F2F099427C46F013CB4FA78932E9D07&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5240F98FC48ADA673B4C3F06D18840DDC167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZEYZZcRoq$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138515&elqTrackId=91100B11A7AAA1A7D14CB167BE3886CB&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF56474F0196FE03171CF8958F606D58755167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZEa322tL_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138515&elqTrackId=91100B11A7AAA1A7D14CB167BE3886CB&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF56474F0196FE03171CF8958F606D58755167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZEa322tL_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=138514&elqTrackId=A4A0EAF710D957A22418520518010C5D&elq=748862830a4048c68f97a90b2061aaf2&elqaid=68595&elqat=1&elqak=8AF52FC03510ADF6F9BD51817F69176877E1167C798450BD656080BB01E9A561A6E2__;!!CPANwP4y!VHSzMoYOXkHbj3P9lrwDtL_d8kct14Kgub-TTc2iK8lIYaNhZYd3qiV4UCzO-E-xd8AXB3HGnoesPVLZEY1ia6QR$

 Students in grades K—12 must take ACCESS if they:
« were reported as EL in the October 2025 SIMS and did not exit prior to testing in 2026
 enrolled and were identified as EL after October 2025 SIMS and on or before February 20, 2026
« are a foreign exchange student coded as #11 under DOE013 “Reason for Enrollment” in SIMS
and are identified as EL

« EL students should be considered for WIDA Alternate ACCESS If they:

« Meet any of the above criteria and all the criteria found in the “Participation Guidelines for WIDA
Alternate ACCESS 2025-2026"

 Students are not required to take ACCESS if they are:
 reported in October 2025 SIMS but exited EL status before January 5, 2026. Such students
should be marked non-EL in March 2026 SIMS.
* Reported in SIMS as grade “SP”
 Early College Promise (student has graduated and is in 2" year grade 12 in SIMS) — see Early
College Promise Reporting Guidance and ask your SIMS Coordinator for assistance. These are
very rare.
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https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/sims/early-college-promise-reporting-guidance.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/sims/early-college-promise-reporting-guidance.docx

Students are not required to take one or more domains of ACCESS if they:

. MUST BUBBLE or ENTER
| spp” FOREACH

| EXEMPTED DOMAIN to
I receive reweighted overall
1 proficiency level

meet the criteria for the MCAS ELA read-aloud “special access” or text-to-speech accommodation (must be in their IEP/504)
o Reading is not required for grades 3-12 (SPD Reading) Students in grades K-2 will take the reading test.
are reported as “Sensory: Hard of Hearing or Deaf”

o Listening and Speaking not required if student is unable to listen and/or respond verbally to test items. (SPD Listening and/or Speaking)
are reported as “Sensory: Vision Impairment or Blind”

o Students taking the braille version can now take all domains (no SPD)

o Students who do not read braille may use in-person human reader (script must be ordered from DRC) and scribe accommodations for
Writing, but are not required to take Listening, Reading and Speaking if accommodations are not suitable. (SPD Listening, Reading,
Speaking)

are reported as nonverbal (or selective mute) in the IEP

o Students who do not use alternate and augmentative communication (AAC) device are not required to take the Speaking test if unable to
respond verbally to test items. (SPD Speaking)
o Students who use AAC device will take all domains (the AAC is their voice). Consider administering paper test — discuss with IEP team).
See the Massachusetts ACCESS Administration Manual 2025-2026
eweighted overall scores will be reported on ISRs and available in WIDA AMS on April 27, 2026. Students will
not receive domain scores if SPD was marked. Students will not receive composite scores that domains

marked with SPD are a part of. Only the reweighted overall composite of 4.2 or above is needed to exit.
Literacy of 3.9 or above is only needed if the student took both reading and writing.

*Students who do not take domains and do not have SPD codes will be considered absent. Ensure SPD
codes are correctly marked during data validation to receive reweighted overall score.*
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Few Exceptions to Online Testing

Schools are expected to administer The paper-based test is available for:
online tests to virtually all EL students, - ELs with disabilities whose IEP or 504 plan
iIncluding ELs with disabilities. indicates paper-based testing is needed
« Students in grades 1-3 will use a « first-year ELs* who are unable to take the
handwriting booklet for the Writing test computer-based test.
(still considered an online test)
« Handwriting booklets are available for WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten, WIDA
grades 4-12 Writing tests for students Alternate ACCESS, braille and large print
with disabilities or for first-year ELs* who tests are all paper-based tests.

are unable to take the computer-based
test. Schools must order handwriting
booklets for grades 4—-12 during the
additional test materials ordering window

(January 5 — February 20, 2026) if *(first-year ELs are students who were first reported
needed. as EL after the March 2025 SIMS)

17



* Preparation before testing for
ACCESS test coordinators

* Training and certification for test
administrators

* Pre-1D files, test setup, and
ordering additional materials

» Student transfers
* Technology preparations
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Review participation, preparation, and test administration requirements
0 ACCESS Online and Paper-Based Checklists (WIDA MA State Page)
0 Massachusetts WIDA ACCESS Test Administration Manual 2025-2026
Review WIDA AMS User Guide
Ensure test administrators are trained and certified prior to administering tests
Determine which students require accommodations, including paper tests

0 Paper tests are allowed for ELs whose IEP or 504 plan indicates a need, and first-year ELs
who are unable to take computer-based tests

0 WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations Manual 2025-2026
Determine whether additional materials need to be ordered (check overage first)

Meet with technology director to ensure that systems and devices meet the
requirements for testing and are set up properly for computer-based ACCESS testing
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https://www.wida-ams.us/default.aspx?leapp=General+Information
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
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Test Training Modules/Quizzes for Certification Resources

WIDA ACCESS Online + WIDAACCESS Online: Administration  ACCESS Online Checklist
(Grades 1-12) « WIDA Speaking Scoring Rubric Grades 1-12
(to understand DRC handscoring)
« WIDA Writing Scoring Rubric Grades 1-12
(to understand DRC handscoring)

WIDA ACCESS Paper + WIDAACCESS Paper: Administration « ACCESS Paper Checklist
(Grades 1-12) X Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring ACCESS Paper
S Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring ACCESS Paper
WIDA ACCESS Braille + WIDA ACCESS Paper: Administration  ACCESS Paper Checklist
(Grades 1-12) « WIDA Speaking Scoring Scale Grades 1-12
WIDA ACCESS for s WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten: Administration and + ACCESS Paper Checklist
Kindergarten Scoring
WIDA Alternate « WIDA Alternate ACCESS: Administration and Scoring ¢ ACCESS Paper Checklist
ACCESS « Participation Guidelines for WIDA Alternate
(Grades K-12) ACCESS 2025-2026

» Preparing for Alternate ACCESS Testing
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e Each educator must sign in to their WIDA personal account to access trainings.

* Test Coordinators and Test Administrators must complete the ACCESS online
training modules and be certified for the tests they will administer.

= Recertification is required every two years.

* Those who were certified to administer ACCESS tests in 2024-2025 (last year)
do not need to recertify; all others must take the trainings and pass the
appropriate quiz(zes).

= Kindergarten test and training are new in 2026. ALL test administrators for
Kindergarten are required to take the training and pass certification quizzes.
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Online trainings are in the WIDA Secure Portal under Assessment Training

1. Go to wida.wisc.edu and click the blue Login button.

2. Select WIDA Secure Portal from the drop-down to sign in to your
personal account.

3. Click on the Assessment Training tile.

4. Select which training you want to take, then click the “Course Details”
link for that training.

5. On the next page, click “Enroll Now”, then “Confirm”. You will be able
to take the course as soon as you enroll. Courses are self-paced and
can be paused as needed.

22


wida.wisc.edu

To view your own certification reports:

 From WIDA Secure Portal login page, Manage>
My Profile. Your certifications can be found in the

Certifications drop-down.

District Test Coordinators can view
certification reports of staff in their district:

 From WIDA Secure Portal login page,
Manage>Certification Report.

« Check Filter by Certification Date. Enter the
dates you want to search (September 1, 2024
today, for example).

« Select a school (optional) and check Assessment
Training.

* Click Submit.
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Materials will be ordered by DESE using Oct SIMS and 2025 test format and student accommodations.

« Paper-based tests and accommodated forms will be ordered for:

» Kindergarten ELs
« ELs with IEPs who took paper-based tests last year.
« Tier B/C will be ordered if Tier A was taken last year.
» If no tier was listed for last year, Tier A will be ordered.
» ELs who took WIDA Alternate ACCESS last year
« ELs who took large print or braille last year

* Online tests will be ordered for:
» ELs without IEPs who took paper-based tests last year

» All other ELs

*DESE will upload TWO Pre-ID files this year

* November 18 — most ELs reported in October 2025 SIMS
 December 18 — adds students with different matching criteria, or updates existing record (Ex: accommodations)
* No Pre-ID labels for second upload (use District/School labels if needed)
Check overage in initial shipment if materials are needed, if none are included, place an additional materials order in AMS.
Do not add students in Test Set-up until after December 18 (can move students to different registrations beginning November 25)
A copy of the Pre-ID file will be in the “ACCESS Data 2026” folder in the DESE Security Portal DropBox after AMS upload.

24



Edit Registration or Accommodations

Do not edit student information
or accommodations until after
December 18

Log in to WIDA AMS/DRC Insight
Click the Manage Registrations tile
Filter by district and school from the

(upper right) click Save
Select ACCESS 2025-2026 in the Registration
Window
A list of registrations will display on the View
Registration(s) tab
Further refine your search by using filter
options on the left side
Edit accommodations by selecting the
Registration Name. Then click the vertical

in the Action column next to the o
student name. Select Accommodations and
check or uncheck accordingly. Save.
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Additional Test Materials Ordering

 Initial materials will arrive in
schools between January 5-6, 2026.

 Verify that the number of materials
and accommodated forms included
meets your needs.

« An overage of materials (7.5%) is
iIncluded In the initial shipment. Check
the overage before placing an
additional materials order.

 Limit additional materials orders to
one per school per testing window, if
possible.

Materials may not be transferred between sites.

Additional test materials ordering
\éVérzlgOW IS January 5 - February 20,

UPS and DRC return shipping labels
can be ordered in AMS (Additional
Materials tab).

Grades 4-12 Online Test Administrator
Script can be ordered in the WIDA
Secure Portal.

Human Reader Script (ACCESS Paper)
and Low Vision Script (Kindergarten) —
call DRC 855-787-9615 to order.

Low Vision Scrigt (Kindergarten only) -
call DRC 855-787-9615 to order.

District/School labels — emaill
access@mass.qov. Allow 4-5 days to

arrive from Minnesota. Tests are not
processed without labels.
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* Transfer to a different school in the same district

« See “Transferring Students” in the Online Help button in WIDA AMS Student
Management (“Manage Students” tile) or Knowledge Article “How do | complete a
school-to-school transfer?”

* Transfer to or from a different district in Massachusetts

« Within Student Management click the Help button &, see also Knowledge Article
“How do | complete a Student Transfer Form for WIDA ACCESS testing?”

* Instructions for Student Transfers During Testing - DESE ACCESS web page
» Students cannot be transferred to or from another state in WIDA AMS

* Certain permissions, included in District Test Coordinator accounts, are
required for transfers. DTC can add permissions or other users if appropriate.

* “In progress” tests cannot be transferred.
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DRC Insight Secure Application Version 16 on all testing devices.
* Installers can be found in WIDA AMS under My Applications>General Information>Technology Downloads

Central Office Services Service Device (COS- SD) Version 9.

(IDP%\(/:AI)nS|ght Chromebook application will transition from Kiosk mode to Progressive Web Application

WIDAAMS My Applications>General Information>Documents
» Supported System Requirements for WIDA ACCESS and Screener
 DRC INSIGHT Technology User Guide
» Site Technology Readiness Checklist for Deploying WIDA Online Assessments
 WIDA ACCESS Headset Specifications
* Network Evaluation and Troubleshooting

\2/\(/)I£)é0)\ACCESS Paper Audio streaming can be used instead of CDs for Paper ACCESS tests (new In

DRC Technology webinars in WIDA Secure Portal (Webinars tab, select Technology under Topic)
See emaills to technology directors from DRC on June 18, 2025, and on or about November 3, 2025.

Contactt DRC Customer Support: wida@datarecognitioncorp.com or 855-787-9615 with questions or
suppor
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https://portal.wida.us/webinar/webinarlist?utm_source=CR-MM092925&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=AssessmentWebinars&fl_$0%5Efilters%5ETopic=Technology
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com

If you receive a system error message, try the following before calling the Help Desk:

« Are multiple students experiencing the same issue?
» Check the system status page for any system outage information (next slide).
« Check with the technology support team from the site to see if there are any issues.
If the issue is isolated to only a few students, try:
« Pause the test and reboot the machine. Does the error still occur?
« Pause the test and move the student to a different computer. Does the error still occur?

See Technology Troubleshooting and Issue Report Form in WIDA AMS>My
Applications>General Information>Documents

« If problem is not resolved, fill out page 2 of the form and call DRC at 855-787-9615 with the
information.

Knowledge Article: What steps can a Test Administrator take to resolve technology
Issues?

If issues do not resolve after multiple attempts or affect multiple students (a school or
grade), emaill access@mass.gov or call 781-338-3625.
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* Displays the current status of the DRC Portal/WIDA AMS, DRC INSIGHT, and
Screener Scoring.

* If you suspect a technical problem is due to a system outage, go to
https://wida-status.drcedirect.com to confirm whether all test systems are
working as expected.
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* Make sure systems and software versions are updated
* Make sure your school has bandwidth to test multiple students at once

* Listening takes a lot of bandwidth. To avoid crashes and delayed item
presentation:

« Stagger log-ins
* Do not test too many students at the same time
* Do not test too many students on the same day
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