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How to Ask a Question



What is the WIDA
Alternate Screener?

The WIDA Alternate Screener is
a paper-based screening tool
designed to assist schools in
determining whether incoming
K-12 students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities
are eligible to receive English
language development services.



https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html

About the WIDA Alternate Screener

 Administered 1:1
e Grade clusters K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12
 Can be administered in 30 minutes or less

 Total of nine tasks target proficiency levels 3, 4, 5

* Free materials download from the Resources page
In the WIDA Secure Portal

« Results provided in four domains and four
composites

* |Items cover all five ELD standards
« Domains can be administered in any order



* Log Iin to the WIDA Secure Portal to access the online training in the
Assessment Training tab.

* All test administrators must complete the WIDA Alternate Screener:
Administration and Scoring online training and be certified if they will
administer the WIDA Alternate Screener.

 Plan for approximately 1 — 1.5 hours to complete the training course.

» See page 6 of the Identification and Placement Guidance for test
administrator qualifications.



https://portal.wida.us/course/courselist;id=374365cd-0a3f-eb11-a2db-0050568beee8?fl_$0%5Efilters%5ETest=Alternate%20Screener
https://portal.wida.us/course/courselist;id=374365cd-0a3f-eb11-a2db-0050568beee8?fl_$0%5Efilters%5ETest=Alternate%20Screener
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/id-placement/MA-ID-Placement-Guidance.pdf

« Students in grades K-12 with a language other than English in Section 1 of the Lanquage
Survey who
 Meet the definition of a student with the most significant cognitive disabilities:

* have cognitive disabilities evidenced by significant delays in attaining age-level academic
achievement standards, even with systematic, extensive individually designed instruction,
related services, and modifications, and

- have cognitive disabilities that significantly impact their educational performance and ability to
apply learning from one setting to another, and

* require extensive, direct individualized instruction and substantial supports to achieve
measurable gains on the challenging State academic content standards for the grade in
which the student is enrolled, and

 perform significantly below average in general cognitive functioning and adaptive behavior.
This is defined as a student functioning tow or more standard deviations below the mean on
commonly accepted norm-reference assessments in both cognitive functioning and adaptive
behavior (e.g., two or more adaptive skill areas such as daily living skills, communication,
self-care, social skills, and academic skills).



https://www.doe.mass.edu/ele/guidance/language-survey.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/ele/guidance/language-survey.docx
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVzpRqt-g$

Students who do not
have an IEP or 504 Plan
(or arrive with medical
documentation)
indicating that they meet
the criteria for a student
with the most significant
cognitive disabilities will
be screened with the
WIDA Screener for
Kindergarten or WIDA
Screener (paper or
online) as appropriate
for their grade and
semester enrolled.



https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/essa/default.html
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kindergarten
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kindergarten
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/paper
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/online

WIDA Secure Portal
Resources Page

By grade span K-2, 3-5, 6-12:
« Student Response Booklets

« Test Administrator Scripts

« Test Booklets
Administration and scoring:
e Test Administrator Manual

« Score Calculator



* Test the student using the grade span
for the grade they are enrolled.*

 After administering the screener,
enter the raw scores in the WIDA
Alternate Screener Scoring
Calculator.

* A student is non-EL if they have an
overall composite score of at least
Level 4.

e Students In first semester
kindergarten are administered
speaking and listening only. A score of
at least Level 4 on the oral composite
IS considered non-EL.

- *differs from WIDA Screener o



https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener/calculator
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener/calculator
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener/calculator

What if a student’s disability
precludes them from participating in
all domains of the WIDA Alternate

Screener?

Students

Wlth  Refer to the WIDA Accessibilities and
Accommodations Manual for available

D| S ab | | |t| es accommodations on any of the screeners.

« A student whose IEP precludes participation in
one or more domains of the WIDA Alternate ’
Screener must achieve a score of at least Level
4 1n all other tested domains in order to be
entered as non-EL in SIMS. /

o

C 10



https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf

* |f a student screened with the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten or WIDA
Screener is later determined to meet the criteria for most significant
cognitive disabilities, then the student can be rescreened with the WIDA
Alternate Screener to determine English learner status.

* |f a student was screened with the WIDA Alternate Screener and later it
was determined that they should have participated in the WIDA Screener
or WIDA Screener for Kindergarten, then the student can be rescreened
with the appropriate screener to determine English learner status.

» Refer to pages 14-16 of the Massachusetts Lanquage Survey Protocol if
results of the newly administered screener necessitate a change in the
student’s EL status.
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https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/essa/default.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/ele/guidance/ma-language-survey-protocol.docx

Helpful Resources

MA state page of WIDA website

DESE ACCESS web page

WIDA Alternate Screener

WIDA Alternate Screener Score
Calculator

Massachusetts Guidance on
Administering the WIDA Alternate
Screener

MA definition of most significant
cognitive disabilities



https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/ma
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/ma
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener/calculator
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener/calculator
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener/calculator
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/alternate-screener.docx__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVANO_0Qg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/alternate-screener.docx__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVANO_0Qg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/alternate-screener.docx__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVANO_0Qg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/alternate-screener.docx__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVANO_0Qg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVzpRqt-g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVzpRqt-g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/access/participation-guidelines.html__;!!Mak6IKo!OfxyW3ix6cWOwrmPoBPUcOj0KHeqNBIYattS0s7NXJmLJnLMnYJHoHd2Hcigognfis4YdUc5_xId6atkFZVzpRqt-g$

MA Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education
(DESE)
access@mass.gov
/81-338-3625

WIDA Help Desk
help@wida.wisc.edu
866-276-7735

DRC Customer Service
WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
855-787-9615



mailto:access@mass.gov
mailto:help@wida.wisc.edu
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
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