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2020 Extended ACCESS Testing Window 
The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) has reviewed federal guidance for services to English learners 
(ELs) in the midst of school building closures and distance learning this past spring. The guidance says that: 

• States may not exit a student from EL status unless the student has demonstrated proficiency on a valid 
and reliable assessment that includes the four domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  

• A district or school that was not able to complete its English language proficiency (ELP) assessment for 
all ELs during the 2019–20 school year due to the COVID-19 national emergency may elect to try to 
complete that ELP testing in August and September 2020 if possible.  

Based on this guidance, MDE will provide an extension of the spring 2020 testing window through an additional 
ACCESS testing window from Aug. 3–Sept. 25, 2020. This is a paper administration only for ELs who were unable 
to complete testing because of the COVID-19 pandemic. During this additional window, ELs can only be 
administered the domains that were not assessed this spring. Many districts and schools were able to finish 
ACCESS testing in the spring, so this additional ACCESS test administration will not apply to all districts. 

Additional guidance about this administration, as needed, will be communicated to District Assessment 
Coordinators and EL Coordinators. For more information, refer to the ACCESS for ELLs Continuing Administration 
for 2019-2020 DIRECTIONS (WIDA/DRC) for preparation and administration details from WIDA/DRC on the 
Minnesota page of the WIDA website.  

Eligibility 

This test administration is available for ELs who would have been eligible to exit a Language Instruction 
Educational Program (LIEP) based on previous scores and/or their other completed domain scores this past 
spring. This administration will include only Tier B/C paper testing forms for grades 1–12. The intended purpose 
is to allow eligible ELs an opportunity to complete their ACCESS test to demonstrate their English language 
proficiency and be eligible for reclassification from EL status and exit from the LIEP for the 2020–21 school year. 

Student eligibility for this test administration:  

• Eligible*:  
o Students who have an Extenuating Circumstances: Not Attempted (EXC-N) test code in one or more 

domains which indicates they could not complete testing because of COVID-19. This only applies to 
students with Tier B/C testing forms.  

o Students who were Absent (ABS) or Not Attempted (NA), or there is no record in one or more 
domains since they may have not completed testing because of COVID-19 but districts or schools 
were not able to assign the EXC-N code. This only applies to students with Tier B/C testing forms. 

*Note: If these students have scores less than 3.5 in two or more of any completed domains, they are not 
eligible (as they would not be eligible for exiting). 

https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/mn
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• Not eligible:  
o Students with a different test code assigned in any domain such as Invalid test (INV), Declined 

(DEC), Special Education Deferred (SPD), Wrong Grade (WG), Not Enrolled (NE) or Medical 
Excuse (ME) are not eligible because these codes indicate a different reason for not completing 
a domain. 

o Students with valid scores in all four domains. 
o Students with scores less than 3.5 in two or more of their completed domains even if the other 

domains would be eligible. 
o Students using the Tier A testing form during the 2019–20 Spring ACCESS administration. 

Note: Alternate ACCESS is not included as part of this continued administration. 

Administration 

This administration of ACCESS must be done in-person, and all regular test administration policies and 
procedures apply.  

Students, staff and families must follow the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Guidance for Social 
Distancing in Youth and Student Programs including utilizing a health check for students and staff prior to 
entering the school and social distancing of at least six feet at all times. Also, school districts must review to 
determine if face coverings, including masks would be appropriate and necessary while providing services. 
Decisions regarding the 2020–21 school year are still being made by MDE and MDH. Further details based on 
those scenarios will come in future communications.  

Note: Nothing in this guidance should be construed to encourage or require school staff, students, or families in 
at-risk categories to act inconsistently with public health recommendations or the advice of their medical 
providers. This guidance is subject to change based on ongoing public health decisions. 

Once districts have had a chance to identify eligible students, they will need to: 1) contact families to discuss the 
benefit of completing the ACCESS test in order to potentially exit from the LIEP program, and 2) begin the 
process of coordinating a test administration. 

Q&A Webinars and Contact Information 

MDE will be hosting Q&A webinars for any questions as districts plan for test administration; additional 
webinars may be scheduled for data corrections and reporting. Use the links below to join the webinars: 

• Q&A Webinar #1: Tuesday, July 21, 1–2 p.m. 
• Q&A Webinar #2: Wednesday, Aug 12, 1–2 p.m. 
• Q&A Webinar #3: Thursday, Sept. 10, 9–10 a.m. 

  

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/socialdistance.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/socialdistance.pdf
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2f_%23%2fl%2fmeetup-join%2f19%3ameeting_OTE2NWI1YWQtNjJiMS00YWQxLWJlYWItNzAyMDk5Y2FlYjM3%40thread.v2%2f0%3fcontext%3d%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25221a77026c-a408-4bcf-a484-40596f14485d%2522%257d%26anon%3dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=68dfacaf-3301-4f93-b4b7-089a52a951aa&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2f_%23%2fl%2fmeetup-join%2f19%3ameeting_N2VkZTcyOWEtMWVhMS00MGMyLTk3NTYtZTQ2MGY4ZjUzMzIx%40thread.v2%2f0%3fcontext%3d%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25221a77026c-a408-4bcf-a484-40596f14485d%2522%257d%26anon%3dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=9883e6f6-0823-4631-9cea-00df9cbbd2a0&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2f_%23%2fl%2fmeetup-join%2f19%3ameeting_YzNmZDRlN2QtNjk1My00OTk3LWI2ZDMtOWM3YjQ1ZGQxOGNj%40thread.v2%2f0%3fcontext%3d%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522eb14b046-24c4-4519-8f26-b89c2159828c%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25221a77026c-a408-4bcf-a484-40596f14485d%2522%257d%26anon%3dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=5bad4612-0ff9-4e89-854f-53268486e093&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
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In addition to these webinars, districts can contact the following with questions: 

• MDE EL Programs for information on eligibility and exiting: mde.el@state.mn.us  
• MDE Statewide Testing for testing policies and procedures: mde.testing@state.mn.us  
• WIDA for test administration and scoring: 866-276-7735; help@wida.us   
• DRC for test materials ordering, delivery, and return: 855-787-9615 or WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com  

Training Requirements 

All district staff involved in the test administration of the grades 1–12 paper ACCESS will be required to do the 
following: 

1. Take the Paper-Based Grades 1–12 Training Course and quizzes on the WIDA Secure Portal: 

• Testing tab > Administering the Test module 

• Domains tab > Speaking module 

• Quizzes tab > ACCESS Paper Administration Quiz Grades 1–12 and ACCESS & Screener Speaking Quiz 
Grades 1–5 and/or Grades 6–12 

2. Take the MDE Test Security Training in the Training Management System under Test Monitor > ACCESS 
for ELLs Test Administrator-Grades 1–12. The Active Monitoring for Statewide Tests training is not 
required. 

• Note: This is an additional training requirement from MDE that is not included in WIDA and DRC’s 
directions.  

Important Dates for Additional 2020 ACCESS Testing Window  

Task Dates 

Test Materials Ordering Window in WIDA AMS* Currently available–Sept. 1 

Test Administration Window Aug. 3 – Sept. 25 

Deadline to Ship Materials Back to DRC Oct. 1 

* Refer to the Continuing Administration for 2019-2020 DIRECTIONS (WIDA/DRC) posted on the Minnesota page 
of the WIDA website for detailed information on ordering materials.  

Note: There will be an opportunity for data corrections that will be coordinated by MDE using the DRC data 
corrections process. More information about how the data corrections process will work and when results will 
be provided is still to be determined.   

mailto:mde.el@state.mn.us
mailto:mde.testing@state.mn.us
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://identity.wida.us/account/login?returnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3Dwidawebclient%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Foidc%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520email%2520wida_idp%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253De-Iwtgz3ZTVOwZIwbLaOeeIA60-1_vaFnf7RAvsYv3lcxIQsaQF3kaj9AgaDniZXvhuiyoAQ2AK7qi7rFnfjAlI__bhNnckdFOVXOeGxwkqGx-HDne9KjGy-ptrAVPLU7nrEK3ZgLVOKOYaKscQ-zLkwnvwq_K0BnZ4YCnTg5mc9hQ49YbX1npuwMyi86RD-kQRWUaNDL_bsGZoq0CXtGQ%26nonce%3D637299177622586928.MjZmOWFhMDEtMDYwYy00OTBlLThhZWEtNzY0MDNmNzMzY2NmOTQyMmNlYmYtZGY0NC00ZDNjLWIzZTEtOGMxMDY0ZWEzOGRi
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/mn
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/mn
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