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The Minnesota Department of Education Will Offer the Following WIDA Professional 
Learning Workshops in 2018-19 - Apply by August 24, 2018 

Leading Schools for Language Learner Achievement 
• August 28 to August 29, 2018 – 8:15 pm to 3:30 pm at MDE in Roseville 
 

This workshop is intended for school leaders and will emphasize the importance of cultivating the collaborative 
relationships between teachers, students, families, and data teams that are necessary for language learners to thrive. 
The two days will be divided into learning sections related to: 

• Creating or enhancing school language policies within current school improvement processes 
• Instructional leadership and responsibilities for developing staff capacity to implement the WIDA Standards 

framework through integrated content and language instruction 
• Enhancing collaborative structures & relationships in quality language programs of service 
• Maintaining authentic and culturally responsive family partnerships 
• Applying principles of data literacy when making decisions about school structures and programs for language 

learners. 
 

This session will be facilitated by WIDA Professional Learning Specialist, Troy Dassler 
 

Space is limited – applications required by August 24 to be considered! School leaders are invited to 
complete the application form for this session at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MZD88S9 
 

Questions about this session should be directed to Barbara.Alnouri@state.mn.us 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
WIDA Screener (Online) Face-to-Face Workshop  

• September 5, 2018 – 8:15 pm to 3:30 pm at MDE in Roseville 
 

This workshop is intended for school and district staff who administer or score the WIDA online English language 
proficiency assessment. During this workshop, participants will work collaboratively strengthening their understanding 
of the assessment administration; this includes learning to administer the online test to students. Particular attention 
will be given to the scoring of the speaking and writing domains utilizing practice items and the scoring scales. 
 

This session will be facilitated by WIDA Professional Learning Specialist, Maya Martinez-Hart 

Space is limited! WIDA screener test administrators and scorers are invited to complete the registration form for this 
session at:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XCTQBVB 

Questions about this session should be directed to Michael.Bowlus@state.mn.us                                                                   

Live Webinar – Providing Supports for English Learners 

• Monday, September 17, 2018 – 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm  

https://www.wida.us/aboutus/staffBios/#/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MZD88S9
mailto:Barbara.Alnouri@state.mn.us
https://www.wida.us/aboutus/staffBios/#/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XCTQBVB
mailto:Michael.Bowlus@state.mn.us


2 

 

 
The purpose of this live webinar is to stimulate professional conversation between language and content educators. The 
expected outcomes for the webinar are that participants will be able to: 

 Describe how instructional supports engage English learners at various English language proficiency levels in the 
language and content of a lesson, and view and consider supports and strategies in action. 

Those wishing to participate in the webinar should use the following link ten minutes prior to the start of the session:   
https://wida.webex.com/wida/onstage/g.php?MTID=ec70e8fc498d6a8e6b74ffde56141124a               

Four Online Workshops Available on September 1, 2018 in the WIDA eLearning Center 

1. English Learner Foundational Concepts – Audience: Teacher Leaders, Facilitators, Coaches, and ESL/Bilingual 
Teachers. This session includes activities with reflective questions promote discussions to (1) build awareness about 
English learners, (2) explore the English language development standards framework, and (3) promote new actions 
to support English learners in the classroom. This eWorkshop can assist in building capacity in a school or district 
around English learners (ELs) and English language development within academic settings. There is enough material 
for two full days of content training for facilitators. The facilitator can determine which activities and steps to use 
with their PLC. 
 

2. Doing and Talking STEM – Audience: Science Teachers, Math Teachers, and ESL/Bilingual Teachers.  This eWorkshop 
is designed to support K–12 content and English language development (ELD) teachers as they interact with the 
resources introduced on the Doing and Talking Math and Science website. Resources are provided to support 
discourse–centered instruction and collaborative meaning–making in the STEM classroom. Through a series of 
reflections, video exercises, and resources, this session helps teams maximize the content on the website and 
strengthen skills in three areas: (1) building on students' knowledge of languages, (2) building students' ideas about 
how the world works, and (3) Engaging students as questioners, thinkers, and problem solvers. 
  

3. Using the WIDA Writing Rubric – Audience:  K-12 classroom and ESL/bilingual teachers.                             This session 
provides information for educators who work with multilingual learners in their writing development. The series is 
for educators of grades 1-12 to use individually or with a Professional Learning Community (PLC). This series is 
divided into two sections that correspond to the two videos: (1) Using the WIDA Writing Rubric for Instruction and 
(2) Using the WIDA Writing Rubric to Analyze Student Writing. Each video contains narration, interactions, 
knowledge checks, handouts, and analysis tools. For each video, a PLC Collaborative Protocol Template handout is 
provided to guide the use of this session in a professional learning community. 

 

4. Leading for Equity: Classroom Walkthroughs – Audience: K-12 school leaders who engage in classroom 
walkthroughs. This eWorkshop will introduce a sample walkthrough resource that includes specific attention to 
practices and principles of exemplary and equitable teaching for multilingual learners. This resource was designed to 
be applied to current walkthrough practices and protocols within any classroom in which academic language 
connected to content is used. Participants will learn about ways to use and apply this formative classroom 
walkthrough resource. Video, subject matter expert commentary, and handouts are included.        

Visit the MDE English Language Development Standards Page for Details about Accessing the WIDA 
eLearning Center 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://wida.webex.com/wida/onstage/g.php?MTID=ec70e8fc498d6a8e6b74ffde56141124a
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/el/Stds/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/el/Stds/
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Recorded Webinars for Minnesota Educators Available September 1, 2018 in the WIDA 
eLearning Center 

• What K-12 Educators and Leaders Need to Know About Young Multilingual Learners/Dual Language Learners – 
Pre-recorded August 2018 

• WIDA Online Screener Webinar – Recorded live, August 2017 
• WIDA Paper Screener Webinar – Recorded live August 2017 
• WIDA ACCESS Score Report Interpretation – Recorded live May 2016 
• Introduction to the Minnesota/WIDA ELD Standards Framework – Recorded live February 2016 
• Differentiation Webinar – Recorded live February 2016 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cultivating Practices to Support Language Learner Success eWorkshop: An Online Training 
for Trainers – deadline to apply is August 30, 2018  

Audience: K-12 teacher leaders, instructional coaches, facilitators, program coordinators and principals who provide 
professional development and work collaboratively with educators to improve outcomes for ELs. 

Format: 8 pre-recorded webinars (one available on-demand for each month of the initiative), scripted power points and 
materials, online support site, facilitator guide, handouts and the opportunity to check-in monthly with an EL 
implementation coach.  

Timeline:  Local facilitators provide at least ten professional learning sessions in 2018-19. The eight pre-recorded 
webinar training sessions for facilitators can be viewed, on per month in September of 2018 through May of 2019. Each 
webinar is available only for one month (e.g., webinar for topic 1-2 in September, webinar on topic 3 in October, etc.) 

Description: This eWorkshop supports facilitators in leading a committed group of educators through as many as 16 
one-hour sessions that cultivate practices to support English learner (EL) success. Facilitators support educators in using 
instructional practices that advance English language development and academic achievement through Minnesota's 
English Language Development Standards Framework and WIDA's Can Do Philosophy. 

Key Information about the Process: The webinars introduce each content topic through readings, video clips, guided 
discussions and classroom application. These sessions prepare facilitators to deliver two sessions for each content topic. 
Local facilitators introduce the content topic to their PLC group along with a challenge task for each session that 
participants then implement in their classroom or school. The group comes back together in three to four weeks for a 
one-hour session to debrief and extend discussions on how the learning from the prior session was applied in the 
school/classroom setting. 

The eWorkshop includes: 

• A facilitator’s guide, which includes a detailed script and annotated handouts 
• Supporting documents and handouts for participants 
• Power Point slides for 16 one-hour sessions 

Session Topics: 

1. Establishing a Professional Learning Community 
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2. Building an Asset-Oriented School/Classroom Culture 
3. Leveraging Students’ Assets 
4. Understanding Students’ Academic Language Development 
5. Understanding Key Uses of Academic Language 
6. Using Language Supports that Integrate Language and Content 
7. Supporting Students’ Academic Language & Literacy Development 
8. Scaffolding Complex Texts 
9. Reflection and Next Step 

Requirements: Facilitators will need to commit to delivering a content and debrief session for at least five of the topics 
listed above. Facilitators need to be able to allocate approximately 3 to 5 hours per month for implementation. 

• One to two hours to view each webinar 
• One to two hours to prepare their professional learning sessions 
• One to two hours to facilitate professional learning sessions in their school or district (plan to allow at least one 

week between sessions to give participants time to implement the monthly challenge task). 
• About half an hour each month for a check-in phone call with their designated EL implementation coach 

If you are interested in being a local professional learning facilitator AND your school or 
district can set aside time for a group of educators to engage in at least 10 of the 16 sessions 
in 18-19, apply by August 30, 2018:   https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CKNWWVS  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CKNWWVS

	Visit the MDE English Language Development Standards Page for Details about Accessing the WIDA eLearning Center

