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Jailo] NP About WIDA

The WIDA Consortium is a cooperative group of states whose purpose is to develop a comprehensive
system of standards and assessments that promote educational equity for English language learners
(ELLs). Since the first publication of the English Language Proficiency Standards in 2004, WIDA has
furthered its mission of advancing academic language development and academic achievement for ELLs
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through the development of high quality standards, assessments, research, and professional development
for educators. WIDA continues to promote the belief that ELLs enrich our school communities with
their many contributions and strengths.

With the release of 7he WIDA 2012 English Language Development Standards and Resource Guide,
International Edition, WIDA’s goal is to make its resources available to schools outside the United States
where English is the medium of instruction and where the language goal for students includes academic
English competence. International schools around the world now belong to the WIDA Consortium.
Although the organization of these schools varies according to national contexts and local demands,

these schools have in common the desire to provide their students with challenging academic content
and language curriculum to ensure they are successful in the most competitive post-secondary academic
settings of their choice. This document refers to these schools as international schools. More details about
the history of WIDA, its mission, vision, and values can be found at the WIDA website: www.wida.us.
Information about the WIDA International Schools Consortium can be found at wisc.wceps.org.
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N Ha)le]) P The WIDA Standards for International Contexts

This international edition of the WIDA ELD Standards was developed in response to growing interest
from educators outside the U.S. for standards and assessments that can support and document the
development of academic English among their students. Within this document, these students are
referred to as English language learners since it is the term that the educators in international contexts
use. WIDA’s aim is to provide educators teaching internationally with tools for designing instruction and
using assessments to support students as they acquire the academic language necessary for achievement
in English. This edition uses the term international schools to name those contexts in which educators
outside the U.S. teach academic content in English.

WIDA recognizes that international schools are situated in unique linguistic and pedagogical contexts.
The goal is to provide guidance in how to contextualize the examples offered in the Strands of Model
Performance Indicators, while also sharing some of the pedagogical practices that have proven to be
effective in American schools. For example, instructional activities included in the examples in this
edition and considered part of everyday classroom routines in the U.S. may not be part of the cultural
experience of some schools. However, when educators in international schools reviewed the standards to
determine the fit between the WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards and education
programs in schools outside the U.S., they recommended keeping this information. Therefore, educators
will find examples of how to use cooperative groups, self-assessment, and peer review, to name a few, in
the context of language learning.

While the curriculum in the U.S. is becoming more standardized across states with the introduction of
the Common Core State Standards, international schools may draw upon a range of resources, such as
the International Baccalaureate, to inform the design of content instruction. It is important to keep in
mind that regardless of the content standards guiding instruction, language instruction must be tied to
that content. WIDA’s goal of language instruction is that it is integrated with content instruction and
that the ultimate goal of language instruction and assessment is to support the academic achievement of

ELLs.

The educators in international schools who reviewed the standards provided WIDA with ideas on

how to make this edition more meaningful to them (see the Acknowledgements for more details). The
introductory sections of this edition highlight areas that educators in international contexts suggested
should be examined carefully to ensure that the components of the standards framework are useful to
schools in differing contexts and regions of the world. Further, WIDA encourages educators using these
materials to adapt them to meet their own local needs.

The WIDA 2012 English Language Development Standards and Resource Guide, International Edition,
Kindergarten through Grade 12 is based on the 2012 Amplification of the English Language Development
Standards, Kindergarten through Grade 12 and is infused with materials from 7he English Language
Proficiency Standards and Resource Guide, 2007 Edition, both of which are available for download on the
WIDA website (www.wida.us/standards/eld.aspx).
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The WIDA Standards Framework consists of five components. Some of these components are expressions
of a particular philosophy, while others are explicit representations of knowledge. The five components are:
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e Can Do Philosophy
*  Guiding Principles of Language Development

* Age-appropriate Academic Language in Sociocultural Contexts
e Performance Definitions
¢ Strands of Model Performance Indicators

Figure 1 shows a graphical representation of the WIDA Standards Framework. Together these
components form a theoretical basis for WIDA’s approach to language development.

The WIDA Can Do Philosophy and Guiding Figure 1: A Graphical Representation of
Principles of Language Development support the the WIDA Standards Framework
conceptualization of academic language and language
development in academic contexts. The WIDA

Can Do Philosophy is based on the belief that all
students bring to their learning cultural and linguistic
practices, skills, and ways of knowing from their
homes and communities. WIDA believes that an
educator’s role is to craft instruction that capitalizes
on and builds upon these assets. This belief is based
on a synthesis of the literature related to working with Standards &
culturally and linguistically diverse students. Using their Matrices
this work as a frame, WIDA drafted its Guiding
Principles from a synthesis of literature and research
related to language development and effective
instructional practices for language learners. These

Guiding Principles represent WIDA’s core beliefs
about language development. (See Appendix B.)

Using the Can Do Philosophy and Guiding Principles of Language Development as a foundation, WIDA
identified prominent Features of Academic Language. Academic language, in this framework, is viewed as
a vehicle for communicating and learning within sociocultural contexts; in other words, the interaction
between different people for specific purposes and across different learning environments influence how
language is used.

At the core of WIDA’s framework are the Performance Definitions along with the five language
development standards and their representative matrices (also known as Strands of Model Performance
Indicators). The Performance Definitions delineate what the various levels of language proficiency look
like, informed by the Features of Academic Language. The Strands of Model Performance Indicators help
educators envision what language development might look like in K—12 classrooms scaffolded across
levels of language proficiency within the five standards. These strands are used in conjunction with the
Performance Definitions to describe possible student trajectories for academic language development.
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The components of WIDA’s framework interact and influence each other in the design of curricula,
language instruction, and assessment of language learners. Teachers and school leaders are encouraged

to emphasize specific elements of the framework in their language instruction to fit the specific needs of
individual students and contexts. In doing so, all stakeholders can participate in shaping the education of
an increasingly diverse student population.

Age-Appropriate Academic Language in Sociocultural Contexts

Academic language involves more than oral or written language exchanges and is fluid, shifting and
evolving. In order to operationalize this concept and use it in instruction and assessment, WIDA has
identified the Features of Academic Language that describe salient characteristics of what academic
language looks like in schools.

Language in schools is closely tied to students” experiences, their relationships with others, and the

ways in which they use it to engage in communication. The language and experiences students bring
from home and their communities are as important as the language and experiences they encounter in
classrooms and schools. Since language is embedded and influenced by the sociocultural context of school
and by those involved in teaching and learning, WIDA doesn’t define academic language in abstract.
Instead, it is situated within a sociocultural context as Figure 1 shows.

Sociocultural context has multiple broad definitions and is constantly created and recreated based on
many variables. For its use in the ELD standards, WIDA defines sociocultural context as the setting in
which communication occurs. The elements that define this setting within the WIDA framework include
the register, the genre and text types, the topic, the task or situation, and the participants’ identities and
roles in learning.

*  Register refers to the different ways in which language is used and how it varies in relation to the
groups of users. For example, it refers to how students vary language when talking to their teacher
versus when talking to each other.

*  Genres refer to the specific and particular types of text or discourse, which are typically socially
accepted for particular purposes. For example, argumentation and explanation are considered
different genres.

o Text types refer to the rhetorical variations within a text. For example, within an informational genre,
one may find structures related to time order, descriptions, comparisons, and cause and effect.

*  Topic refers to the theme of study and it will also have an impact on the language use. A topic could
be climate change or multiplication of fractions.

*  Task or situation refers to the specific activity in which students are engaged and which elicits the
processing or production of language. Examples could include anything from a conversation with a
teacher between classes to a request for clarification in a literary circle with peers.

*  Identities refer to the social, individual, and shared identities that students negotiate in different
contexts. These may shift or overlap to maximize the knowledge, practices, and language from home
and the various communities to which they belong.



*  Roles refer to the positioning of the learner within learning environments or situations. For example,
in a lecture, the learners need to use their listening skills and process the information they hear. On
the other hand, when working in a group, students’ roles change and so does their language use. They
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need to understand and process information, but they are also expected to produce language.

The scope of any term can'’t be pulled away from the other elements, and all interact with each other to

create unique demands of students’ linguistic repertoires. What makes sociocultural context complex is
that the contexts in which students interact and communicate are also defined and redefined by their
participation along with that of other individuals. While the system of communication can be very
complex, our goal is to isolate elements that have great impact on how language is used and that can
be utilized by educators to reflect on the language demands and opportunities in their own classrooms.

Figure 2 shows the Features of Academic Language in the WIDA Standards.

Figure 2: The Features of Academic Language in the WIDA Standards

The Features of Academic Language operate within sociocultural contexts for language use.

Performance Criteria | Features

Discourse Linguistic Amount of speech/written text
Dimension Complexity Structure of speech/written text
(Quantity and variety of | Density of speech/written text
oral and written text) Organization and cohesion of ideas

Variety of sentence types

Sentence Language Forms and | Types and variety of grammatical structures

Dimension Conventions Conventions, mechanics, and fluency

(Lpes, array, and use of | Match of language forms to purpose/

language structures) perspective
Word/Phrase | Vocabulary Usage General, specific, and technical language
Dimension (Specificity of word or Multiple meanings of words and phrases
phrase choice) Formulaic and idiomatic expressions

Nuances and shades of meaning

Collocations

The sociocultural contexts for language use involve the interaction between the student

and the language environment, encompassing the...

* Register
*  Genre/Text type
* Topic

* Task/Situation wl D A
* Participants’ identities and social roles
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Linguistic Complexity refers to the quantity and variety of oral and written text. It is important to note
that more text requires more organization. However, more text does not always imply higher complexity.
In some disciplines, like mathematics, large concepts are synthesized in a small amount of text and
students are required to unpack the language to process the content of the message.

Language Forms and Conventions refer to the types, array, and use of language structures within a
sentence, as well as the conventions used in specific disciplines and contexts. For some, this dimension
represents syntax, phonology, orthography, and areas dealing with the rules of language. Educators should
also keep in mind the conventions of language, which are also critical for comprehension and meaning
making. For example, it is not enough to be able to conjugate verbs in a variety of tenses, but it is equally
important to know when to use them and how their use can provide emphasis or nuances in meanings
depending on the context.

Vocabulary Usage refers to the way words or phrases are used to convey a message. These words and
phrases increase in sophistication as students become more aware and comfortable with language.
Students at lower levels of language proficiency may feel more comfortable using general, everyday
vocabulary, while students at higher levels use specific words whose meanings vary from context to
context (e.g. cell and table). Still, comfort in using technical and specialized vocabulary comes at the
highest levels of language proficiency. Rather than thinking of this level as evaluating how many words
students know, think about it as reflecting on how students use words and phrases and the specificity of

those words and phrases in appropriate situations.

These three dimensions interact and overlap in authentic communication. Educators can use any of
these lenses (discourse, sentence, and word/phrase dimension) to examine language and gain different
perspectives, but no one lens is better than the other, and in isolation, none of these dimensions provide
the whole picture of what academic language is. What is important is not the categorization of language
in the classroom according to the different features of language. Rather, conceptualizing language
through these lenses will expand the view of language beyond only vocabulary, or only grammar, or only
discourse, and instead will include all three dimensions without losing the perspective of the specific
purpose for language use.

In school contexts, the Features of Academic Language can be used by teachers and other educators as a
tool to analyze curriculum and determine language targets for the different units within a school year. It
can also be used to review curricular materials to ensure their language focus includes all three criteria.
Finally, it can be used in planning language instruction to ensure a balance on addressing language in all
three dimensions.

Performance Definitions

The Performance Definitions shape each of the five levels of English language proficiency using the
Features of Academic Language as criteria. Figures 3 and 4 define the language students are expected
to process and produce through oral or written communication. Figure 3 shows receptive Performance
Definitions—that is, the Performance Definitions for listening and reading, and Figure 4 shows the
productive Performance Definitions—those for speaking and writing.
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The Performance Definitions can be used as a tool when planning for instruction that requires students
to process language to ensure access to the content. For instance, when giving oral directions to students
at lower levels of language proficiency, the educator should keep in mind the language students are able
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to process, and whenever possible, adjust language use and provide other supports, such as modeling,
paraphrasing or using visuals. In some cases, it may not be possible to modify the language, so the use of
supports and creative crafting of the activities can also help support students who do not have enough

language proficiency to process the language. For example, in reading a challenging text, students with
lower levels of language proficiency could benefit from watching the story as a video as they read.

The Performance Definitions can also be used as a tool to identify the focus for language instruction.
Using the Performance Definitions, educators can fine tune and differentiate the larger language targets
into more specific language objectives appropriate for the level of their students. For example, a team
may identify that comparison is an important language target in a unit that deals with communities. As
individual teachers address comparison within their lessons, they may use their students’ language levels
to identify specific language forms, vocabulary, or discourse types that they want to focus on with their
students. Therefore, while it may not be possible for a newcomer to produce the language of comparison,
the teachers’ objective may include identifying language related to comparison or using the language by
providing sentence frames. For a student at Level 3, it may be more appropriate to encourage him or her

to use more sophisticated language, like compound sentences that use conjunctions like however, or on
guag )

the other hand.

It is important to remember that dual language learners’ language profiles cannot be simplified into a
number or even several numbers. Instead, language is fluid and proficiency varies according to the various
elements that form part of the context. Therefore, the Performance Definitions are only a tool to capture
language performance over time and in various spaces, and we encourage teachers to use information

collected using these tools as one of various measures for examining language development.

The Five Standards

The WIDA ELD Standards represent the social, instructional, and academic language that students need
to engage with peers, educators and the curriculum in schools. Table 1 shows the English Language
Development Standards.
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Table 1: English Language Development Standards

Standard Abbreviation
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English Language English language learners communicate for Social and Social and
Development Instructional purposes within the school setting Instructional
Standard 1 language
English Language English language learners communicate information, ideas The language of
Development and concepts necessary for academic success in the content Language Arts
Standard 2 area of Language Arts

English Language English language learners communicate information, ideas The language of
Development and concepts necessary for academic success in the content Mathematics
Standard 3 area of Mathematics

English Language English language learners communicate information, ideas The language of
Development and concepts necessary for academic success in the content Science
Standard 4 area of Science

English Language English language learners communicate information, ideas The language of
Development and concepts necessary for academic success in the content Social Studies
Standard 5 area of Social Studies

Standard 1 recognizes the importance of social language in student interaction with peers and educators
in school and the language students encounter across instructional settings. Standards 2—5 deal with the
language of the content-driven classroom and of textbooks; this language is typically characterized by a
more formal register and a specific way of communicating (e.g., academic vocabulary, specific syntactic

structures, and characteristic organizational patterns and conventions).

WIDA has organized the ELD standards matrices by individual grade levels from Kindergarten through
8th grade and for grade-level clusters 9-10 and 11-12. The reason for having examples at individual
grade levels is so that educators recognize content topics pertaining to their grade level and, most
importantly, as a reminder that instruction for ELLs must be age and developmentally appropriate.

WIDA recognizes that English language development occurs over multiple years, is variable, and

depends on many factors (e.g., age, maturation, classroom experiences, programming, motivation and
attitudes), which makes it difficult to establish fixed language expectations for any one grade level or age.
In international contexts, variability may also stem from differences in age requirements for enrolling
children in specific grade levels and differing exposure to English in the wider environment outside of
school. Because of these various sources of differences, we encourage educators to look at examples of
language development across a cluster of grade levels to get a fuller picture of what language development
might look like for their students.

12



Strands of Model Performance Indicators

The Strands of MPIs provide example representations of the standards. It is important to emphasize that
the MPIs are not the standards. The remainder of this section describes the strands using the matrix from
Grade 4, Standard 2: The Language of Language Arts, to illustrate each component.

The Strands of MPIs show an explicit connection to a source for the academic content students will be
learning. The connection component highlights the relevance of the content topics identified in the ELD
standards framework to academic learning students are expected to engage in across content areas. In the
U.S. edition, connections have been made to Common Core and individual state content standards. In
international contexts, other reference points may be used for the connection component, such as the
International Baccalaureate curriculum, local Ministry of Education curricula, or other content standards
adopted by a school as the basis for the school curriculum. In this edition, we have included other sources
of content in the sample matrices in addition to Common Core and state standards. When international
educators use the framework, we suggest that they make connections to sources of content that are
meaningful in their context.

The content connection, whether it is to Common Core State Standards, an International Baccalaureate
curriculum, or other content standards, provides a reference point for the example topic and the example
context for language use represented in the standards matrix; see Figure 5.

Figure 5: Standard, Grade Level, Example Topic, and Connection

GRADE 4

ELP STANDARD 2: The Language of Language Arts EXAMPLE TOPIC: Narration

CONNECTION: C Core Reading Standard, ﬁn’ Literature, Cmﬁ and Structure #6 (Grade 4): Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are
narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

This example addresses the Common Core State Reading Standard for Literature, Craft and Structure #6
for 4th grade. Since this standard is broad, an example topic was chosen among many that relate to the
content standard. In the example above, the example topic is Narration. You can find the example topic
indicated at the top of each page.

WIDA recognizes that language learning is maximized in authentic and relevant contexts. In the
Standards Framework, the example context for language use includes the task or situation in which
communication occurs, for example, when students engage in group work or conduct research online. It
also includes who participates in the communication, the intended audience, and the types of roles the
different participants enact. In the example related to group work, the students may have roles assigned
to them, such as facilitator or note taker, and the language expected for each of these roles is different.
Likewise, if all participants in the group are peers, that also has an impact on the language used. The
curriculum is also part of the context, since it impacts the register, genre, and text types that students and

educators will need to try out and explore.
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Figure 6: Example Context for Language Use

' EXAMPLE CONTEXT FOR LANGUAGE USE: Students explore features of print in a variety of books with unique topics, formatting, and styles.
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COGNITIVE FUNCTION: Students at all levels of English language proficiency ANALYZE text features related to narrative points of view.

Level 3

Yo e B

In Figure 6 you can see that the example context describes multiple parts of a Language Arts lesson,
including whole group collaborative learning, as well as student exploration that could take place
individually, in partners, or in small groups. While the genre for this topic is set as narrative, the crafting
of the context is left open for educators to incorporate their own ideas and resources. Students may
encounter a variety of text types within the narrative genre, such as recounts, descriptions, opinions,

or dialogue. Further, narratives can vary in the way they are organized (e.g., sequential or not, shifts in
points of view) and how forms and conventions are used to create effects (e.g., process or action verbs,
tenses, simple, compound, and complex sentences). When educators make strategic decisions about the
texts or oral language students will process or produce and how they will approach a given task, they
can shape the example context for language use to guide students” language and content learning. In
international settings, the example contexts for language use should be reviewed to ensure they reflect the
patterns of classroom interaction used in the local school setting.

Learning through participation in tasks in and out of the classroom requires particular mental processes
or levels of cognitive demand. WIDA expresses this cognitive demand in its Standards Framework
through the cognitive function component. For example, students need to understand language in the
instructions to conduct an experiment. After the students perform the experiment, they need to analyze
their observations and evaluate their original hypotheses. Understanding, analyzing, and evaluating are
all examples of cognitive functions. WIDA has adopted the language used by Bloom’s revised taxonomy
(Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001) to represent a uniform cognitive demand across all levels of language
proficiency.

FIGURE 7: Cognitive Function

' COGNITIVE FUNCTION: Students at all levels of English language proficiency ANALYZE text features related to narrative points of view.

Level 3
Developing

O Tdenrifo | 1 T4 fol 1 ( : I 1

In Figure 7, the cognitive function runs along the different levels of language proficiency to emphasize
that the process of analysis applies to all students, regardless of their level of language proficiency.
Educators need to maintain the cognitive demand of a task as they differentiate the language of
instruction and assessment to ensure educational equity for all students. In the example, students have to
compare and contrast different points of view in a narrative. The mental process involved in doing so is

analysis. At an entering level of language proficiency, although students can analyze, they do not yet have

14



the language necessary to process extended texts. They can, however, locate familiar words and phrases in
context and then analyze whether they indicate a point of view. It is useful to highlight the fact that the
cognitive function component of the framework also reflects an emphasis on learning tasks that engage
students in developing critical thinking skills, even at lower grade levels, which is common in the U.S,,

but which may be represented differently in the curriculum of other countries.

ELLs construct meaning from oral and written language in order to express complex ideas and
information. To achieve this goal, students need to be able to use language in different language domains.
WIDA'’s standards framework addresses four language domains: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
This organization helps educators plan balanced opportunities for language learning, and take advantage
of stronger English language skills in one domain to support their development in the other domains.
This format does not imply, however, that language domains are used, taught, or learned in isolation.
The nature of language necessitates the integration of language domains; for example, during classroom
interactions, students have to listen and speak to carry on a conversation. In general, to show processing
or comprehension of language, students need to produce language either orally, in writing, or using
semiotics (signs or symbols). Section 5: Integrated, Expanded, and Complementary Strands shows how
the language domains are realistically integrated within units of instruction. The rest of the examples of
language performance, as shown in Figure 8, portray language used within a single domain, in this case,

reading.

Figure 8: Domain and Levels

Level 3
Developing

READING

Language develops across different levels of language proficiency. WIDA’s Standards Framework
distinguishes five levels of language proficiency that describe the increasing language demands expected
of ELLs during instruction. Level 6, Reaching, represents the end of the continuum rather than another
level of language proficiency; in other words, Level 6 represents a language performance that meets all the
criteria for Level 5.

WIDA’s Standards Framework shows examples of the language demands within a particular instructional
context through Model Performance Indicators. MPIs are meant to be examples and not fixed guidelines
of the language students need to engage in tasks during instruction and assessment.
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Figure 9: Model Performance Indicator

Level 3
Developing

g Identify language that Identify language that Categorize passages based Compare narrative points Compare and contrast
o indicates narrative points of | indicates narrative points of | on narrative points of view of view in extended texts narrative points of view in
ﬁ view (e.g., “I” v. “he/she”) view (e.g., “he felt scared”) from illustrated text using using graphic organizers extended texts
= from illustrated text using from illustrated text using word/phrase banks with a with a partner

word/phrase banks with a word/phrase banks with a partner

partner partner

The MPI in Figure 9 represents how language might be processed by students at English Language
Proficiency Level 4, Expanding, in Reading. In this example, students compare narrative points of view
in extended texts with a partner. WIDA’s MPIs are composed of three main elements: the language
function, the content stem, and supports.

Language functions are the linguistic processes used in receiving or conveying a message. The language
function occurs at the beginning of the MPL. In this example, ELLs identify language related to narrative
points of view and derive meaning from it by comparing. The example also illustrates that the same
language function can operate across levels of language proficiency. For instance, the same language
function “identify” is used at both Level 1 and Level 2. The distinction between these levels rests in
differing expectations for the language students to process in terms of linguistic complexity, language

forms and conventions, and vocabulary.

The second element of the MPI is the content stem. In U.S. contexts, the content stem is derived from
state and national content standards, including the Common Core. In international contexts, the
content stem can be derived from the content connection used as a basis for instruction in content areas,
for example, the International Baccalaureate curriculum. The content stem denotes WIDA’s view that
language development should be integrated with content instruction and assessment through meaningful
and authentic contexts.

The third element of the MPI is the instructional support. It is always listed at the end of the MPI and it
illustrates the importance of scaffolding language development for ELLs, at least through Level 4. In the
example in Figure 9, the support is “using graphic organizers with a partner.” Working with a partner is
an interactive support because it allows for increased interaction and engagement of students. However,
working with a partner is not always enough to scaffold language development. Educators need to
organize their instruction and assessment with intention, especially considering students’ roles in partner
and group work, to ensure the efficacy of any support. In this example, Level 4 students might also refer
to graphic organizers as they read, to remind them of key language related to each narrative point of view.
WIDA categorizes supports as sensory, graphic, or interactive, with some examples of each below, in

Table 2.



Table 2: Examples of Sensory, Graphic, and Interactive Supports

Sensory Supports Graphic Supports

Real-life objects (realia) Charts
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In pairs or partners

Manipulatives Graphic organizers In triads or small groups

Pictures & photographs Tables In a whole group

[llustrations, diagrams, & drawings Graphs Using cooperative group
Magazines & newspapers Timelines structures
With the Internet (websites) or

Number lines
software programs

Physical activities

Videos & films In the native language (L1)
Broadcasts With mentors
Models & figures

Additional examples of sensory and graphic supports specific to individual ELD standards are exemplified
in Tables 3 and 4.

Table 3: Specific Examples of Sensory Supports

Supports related Supports related Supports related Supports related
to the language of to the language of to the language of to the language of
Language Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies
[llustrated word/phrase Blocks/Cubes Scientific instruments Maps
walls Clocks, sundials and Measurement tools Globes
Felt or magnetic figures other timekeepers Physical models Atlases
of story elements .
Number lines .
Natural materials Compasses
Sequence blocks .
Models of geometric -
Actual substances, Timelines

Environmental print
Posters or displays
Bulletin boards
Photographs
Cartoons

Audio books
Songs/Chants

figures
Calculators
Protractors

Rulers, yard/meter
sticks

Geoboards
Counters
Compasses
Calendars

Coins

organisms or objects
of investigation

Posters/Illustrations of
processes or cycles

Multicultural artifacts

Aerial & satellite
photographs

Video clips

Adopted from Gottlieb, M. (2000). Assessing English language learners: Bridges from language proficiency to academic achievement.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
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For each domain represented in this document, we present MPIs for Language Proficiency Levels 1-5.
The MPIs are arranged in a strand to help students and their educators envision how language may look

as a progression from one level of language proficiency to the next. Educators can then use strands to

e Match students’ performance to levels of language development

*  Create language targets and objectives for instruction and assessment that go beyond students’
independent level of language proficiency

* Differentiate the language of the content to match the level of students” language proficiency

Figure 10: Strand of Model Performance Indicators

COGNITIVE FUNCTION: Students at all levels of English language proficiency ANALYZE text features related to narrative points of view.

Level 3
Developing

g Identify language that Identify language that Categorize passages based Compare narrative points Compare and contrast
o indicates narrative points of | indicates narrative points of | on narrative points of view of view in extended texts narrative points of view in
ﬁ view (e.g., “I” v. “he/she”) view (e.g., “he felt scared”) from illustrated text using using graphic organizers extended texts
= from illustrated text using from illustrated text using word/phrase banks with a with a partner

word/phrase banks with a word/phrase banks with a partner

partner partner

As discussed before, a Strand of MPIs (Figure 10) represents just one of many possible pathways in
language development within a particular context. Students and educators can modify or transform
existing Strands of MPIs to make them more relevant to their local curriculum or classroom instruction.
For example, in a unit on exploration, educators may use the example above to create a new strand in

which students compare and contrast accounts of various explorers with a partner.

Another important feature is the ropic-related language. These are example content-related words and
expressions to which all students of that grade level should be exposed, regardless of their language
proficiency. Like other content-related features of the framework, topic-related language emerges from
the content connection. Although students may be at different points in their language development
trajectory, when learning particular content, certain specific and technical language is essential for
engaging in learning the ideas and concepts presented during instruction. Therefore, through the use of
scaffolding and supports, students should have the opportunity to interact with that language. In the
example below (Figure 11), the grade-level topic-related language includes: narrate, narration, first person,
and third person.

Figure 11: Topic-related Language

t=] N & I I
word/phrase banks with a word/phrase banks with a partner
partner partner

’ TOPIC-RELATED LANGUAGE: Students at all levels of English language proficiency interact with grade-level words and expressions, such as: narrate, narration, first

person, third person
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N Tase P Understanding Academic Language in

W the Standards

Students do not follow one common process for language development. Instead, language development is
dependent on many factors (e.g., student personality, language exposure, program design, service delivery,
scaffolding, models for language). To account for this, WIDA’s Performance Definitions represent many
possible pathways to students’ language development. These pathways are not rigid, but instead fluid and

flexible.

The expanding nature of language development is illustrated in Figure 12. This graphic illustrates the
increasing breadth and depth of academic language features that students are expected to comprehend
and produce as they develop proficiency, further underscoring the need for differentiating instruction and

assessment for students at differing levels of proficiency within the same classroom.

The descriptions of academic Figure 12: Academic Language Features across

language presented the Features Language Proficiency Levels
of Academic Language and the

Linguistic Forms and Vocabulary

Performance Definitions can be . .
Complexity Conventions Usage

used to identify the language

demands represented in the MPIs. .
5 Bridging
For example, in the MPI for Level

4 in the sample strand shown
in Figure 10, students must 4 Expanding
compare narrative points of view

with a partner. Recall that the
Performance Definitions illustrate 3 Developing
the language that students are

able to process or produce at
the different levels of language 2 Emerging

proficiency. The performance

definition for Level 4 for receptive
language is presented in Figure 13 1 Entering
below.

Figure 13: Excerpt of Performance Definitions for Listening and Reading at Level 4

¢ Connected discourse with a * Complex grammatical e Specific and some technical
variety of sentences structures content-area language
Level 4 . . .
Expandin * Expanded related ideas * A broad range of sentence e Words or expressions with
p 9 characteristic of particular patterns characteristic of multiple meanings across
content areas particular content areas content areas

Educators can use these sources of information to better understand the type of language that students

will have to process to complete this task.



Integrated, Expanded, and Complementary

SECTION 5:
Strands in International Contexts

As part of the 2012 Amplification of the ELD Standards, WIDA included several special strands that
illustrate how the ELD standards can be amplified to support instruction and assessment in three

different ways.

Integrated Strands

Two Integrated Strands are presented in Section 6. These strands, one for Kindergarten—Grade 5 and the
other for Grades 6-12, illustrate how educators may draw on all four domains when designing language
instruction that includes several tasks and interdisciplinary units of study. Integrated strands also function
as a reminder that language instruction generally utilizes more than one domain.

Expanded Strands

The Expanded Strands for each grade level in Section 7 show examples of the Features of Academic
Language and can be used in collaboration between language and content area educators. The purpose of
these strands is to

e Show how the MPIs are connected to Figure 14: Excerpt of an Expanded Strand
the Performance Definitions

e Provide concrete examples of language ELD Standard 3: Language of Mathematics

Grade6 Domain: Writing

in discourse, sentence, and word/

phrase dimensions

* Inform educators’ planning and
instruction as they identify the
academic language that might be
appropriate for their students at
varying proficiency levels.

Notice that for these types of strands, the
levels are presented in overlapping tiers.
Figure 14 shows examples of the Features
of Academic Language associated with
Levels 2—4. Each expanded strand offers
language features for Levels 1-3 and 3-5

as well.

In the example in Figure 14, students’
language performance for Linguistic
Complexity might exhibit multiple
related simple and compound sentences
with emerging cohesion. Students use
of Language Forms and Conventions
might include the use of comparatives,

conjunctions in compound sentences,

Levels 2-4

Example Context
for Language Use

Students justify their decisions in
real-life scenarios (e.g., choosing
items to buy based on discounts

and local tax, determining miles per
gallon for different models of cars, or
selecting players for a fantasy team
based on sports average).

Cognitive Function

Students at all levels of English
language proficiency EVALUATE

their options and make choices

Linguistic
Complexity
Discourse
Dimension

There are many phones. We selected
the smart phone. Some phones are
cheaper, but the smart phone can do
more. The price was $400 plus tax. It
was on sale for 15% off.

Language Forms &
Conventions

cheap — cheaper
expensive — more expensive

Sgntenc.e Some phones are cheaper, but...
Dimension
on sale
15% off
Vocabulary Usage plus tax
Word/Phrase on sale

Dimension
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and prepositions in idiomatic expressions. Lastly, students at this level would use specific words and
expressions of the content area, such as “plus tax” and “on sale.” The distinction between the three
performance criteria is not fixed, but fluid; in other words, some language features relate to more

than one of the performance criteria. In this example, the use of compound sentences could be seen
through different perspectives. First, students might use them to connect related ideas and organize
extended discourse as part of Linguistic Complexity. Compound sentences are also a sentence structure
pertaining to Language Forms and Conventions. In the word/phrase dimension, students need particular
vocabulary, such as conjunctions, to produce these sentences. All three criteria include examples of

language that address the language function of “compare and contrast.”

It is important to remember that the strands are examples and not guidelines. Knowing your students
and your curriculum and engaging in ongoing assessment will inform your understanding of what
your individual students can do, and what might be some possible next steps in their English language
instruction. Because multiple paths to language proficiency exist and each student brings unique
experiences and knowledge to the classroom, individual students may or may not already know the
language shown in the examples. Therefore, we recommend that these strands be used to trigger a focus

on language, but not to prescribe curriculum or suggest a specific pathway towards language proficiency.

Complementary Strands

In addition to strands for each of WIDA's five ELD standards, the Amplification of the ELD Standards
includes one Complementary Strand per grade level to reach out to all educators who work with ELLs.
These strands represent the belief that language learning occurs throughout the school day and in formal
and informal settings. Academic language permeates schooling and all educators are in fact language

educators.
WIDA’s complementary strands cover

* 'The Language of Music and Performing Arts

e The Language of the Humanities

* 'The Language of Visual Arts

* The Language of Health and Physical Education
* The Language of Technology and Engineering.

Customizing Strands for Your Local Context

The WIDA strands of MPIs are only examples that illustrate differentiated language expectations related
to content-area instruction within one language domain. We invite educators to create, innovate,
transform, and customize the standards matrices to best meet the needs of their ELLs and language
education programs. Figure 15 shows the questions educators should ask themselves when planning
instruction for ELLs or when drafting additional strands of MPIs. Figure 16 contains a blank template
that can be copied and reused for this purpose.
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Transforming MPIs

Another strategy for adapting the standards to more closely fit local classroom needs is by transforming
MPIs. When you transform MPIs, you change one or more of the elements that make up the MPIs.
Transformations illustrate the potential power of the strands of MPIs as pathways for ELLs to attain the
ELD standards.

=
—
>
(+ 4
L
>
o

Transforming Language Function

The transformation of language functions, shown in the following two figures, enables teachers to substitute
productive language domains (speaking and writing) for receptive language domains (listening and reading)
or vice versa. This transformation also encourages teachers to introduce new language patterns or reinforce
those previously learned for a particular level of English language proficiency. Thus, ELLs are able to
enhance their repertoire of language within a specific level of English language proficiency.

Figure 17: Language Function Transformation from Listening to Speaking

( N 4 N
Identify specific geographic Describe specific geographic
locations (e.g., time zones, ‘ locations (e.g., time zones,
latitude, longitude) on maps [”:”:l > latitude, longitude) on maps
based on oral information and ‘ based on given information to
check with a partner a partner

\_ J \_ J

Standards Reference
Standard: 5- The language of Social Studies ~ Language proficiency level: 3- Developing
Grade level cluster: 6-8 Example Topic: Maps

Figure 18: Language Function Transformation from Writing to Reading

e N s N
) Match descriptive phrases
Malce lists of real—vsforld _ ‘ of real-world examples with
examples of three-dimensional [”:”:l labeled models of three.
shapes from labeled models |

dimensional shapes

- ) - )

Standards Reference
Standard: 3- The language of Mathematics Language proficiency level: 2- Beginning
Grade level cluster: 3-5 Example Topic: Three-dimensional shapes
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Transforming Supports

Different types of support may also be exchanged or added to the MPIs, such as having students work in
pairs to complete a graphic organizer (thus having both interactive and graphic supports present). The
following two transformations show how supports within MPIs may be modified or added to enhance
ELLs access to meaning. Different types of support may also be exchanged or added to the MPIs, such as
having students work in pairs to complete a graphic organizer (thus having both interactive and graphic
supports present). The following two transformations show how supports within MPIs may be modified
or added to enhance ELLs" access to meaning.

Figure 19: Support Transformation

( ) ( )
Outline steps of scientific

Outline steps of scientific inquiry involving elements or
inquiry involving elements or [”:”:l > compounds based on graphic

support or pictures with a

compounds with a partner

partner
. J . J
Standards Reference
Standard: 4- The language of Science Language proficiency level: 3- Developing
Language Domain: Speaking Grade level cluster: 6-8

Example Topic: Elements & compounds

Transforming Topics

Transformations of topics can occur within a standard or from one standard to another. Substituting
one topic for another allows teachers to develop units or lessons around a specific theme. Oftentimes,
the topics can be selected directly from the example lists or from district curriculum. By exchanging

the example topics with others, English as a second language or bilingual teachers can more readily
synchronize instruction with general education or content teachers. Two ways of transforming topics are
illustrated below.




Figure 20: Topic Transformation within an ELD Standard

=
—
>
(+ 4
L
>
o

~ N ~ N
Analyze and identify reasons Analyze and identify reasons
for genetic alterations based [”:”:l for physical change based on
on visually supported text ‘ visually supported text with a
(e.g., mutation) with a partner partner

\ J \ J

Standards Reference
Standard: 4- The language of Science Language Domain: Reading
Grade level cluster: 9-12 Language proficiency level: 4- Expanding

Figure 21: Topic Transformations across ELD Standards

Name elements of stories
depicted visually in real-life
contexts (e.g., “character” in

a setting)
® \ J
% e N
Name everyday objects Name place value depicted
depicted visually in real-life [”:”:l:> visually in real-life contexts
contexts (e.g., “paper” in a ‘ (e.g., “tens” in a large whole
classroom scene) number)

Name animals depicted
visually in real-life contexts
(e.g., “monkey” in a forest

scene)
\ J
Standards Reference
Standards: 1- Social and Instructional language Grade level cluster: 1-2
2- The language of Language Arts Language Domain: Speaking
3- The language of Mathematics Language proficiency level: 1- Entering

4- The language of Science
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Appendix A: Glossary of Terms and Expressions Related to
the WIDA Standards

academic content standards: the skills and knowledge expected of students in the core content areas
for each grade level

academic language: the oral and written text required to succeed in school that entails deep
understanding and communication of the language of content within a classroom environment; revolves
around meaningful application of specific criteria related to Linguistic Complexity in the discourse
dimension, Language Forms and Conventions in the sentence dimension, and Vocabulary Usage in the
word/phrase dimension within the particular context in which communication occurs

amplified strands: a framework for representing the WIDA English Language Development Standards
that extends to include examples of the three performance criteria of academic language (Linguistic

Complexity, Language Forms and Conventions, Vocabulary Usage) across levels of language proficiency
cognitive functions: the mental processes involved in learning

cohesion: a feature of academic language in the discourse dimension involving the grammatical and

lexical elements within and across sentences that hold text together to give it meaning

collocations: words or phrases that naturally co-occur with each other, (e.g., “peanut butter and jelly,”
or “a strong resemblance”)

Common Core State Standards: the skills and knowledge expected of students in English language
arts, mathematics (Kindergarten—Grade 12), and literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical
subjects, (Grades 6-12); adopted by the vast majority of states in the U.S. in 2010

complementary strands: the use of the standards framework to represent critical areas of schooling
outside the five English language development standards, including music and performing arts, the
humanities, visual arts, health and physical education, technology, and engineering

complex sentence: one independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses with a
subordinator such as because, since, after, although, or when or a relative pronoun such as that, who, or
which (e.g., “When school started, the students were excited.”)

compound sentence: two or more independent clauses joined by coordinating conjunctions (e.g., for,
and, nor, but, or, yet, so), semicolons, or a semicolon followed by a conjunctive adverb (e.g., “School
started today; the students were excited.”)

content stem: the element of model performance indicators, derived from state and national content
standards, including the Common Core State Standards and Next Generation of Science Standards, that
provides a standards-referenced example for contextualizing language development



connections to academic content standards: examples of the association or correspondence of

content to language standards

discourse: extended oral or written language conveying multiple connected ideas; its language features
are shaped by the genre, text type, situation, and register

domains: see language domains

English language learners (ELLs): linguistically and culturally diverse students who have been
identified (by a WIDA screener and other placement criteria) as having levels of English language
proficiency that require language support to achieve grade-level content in English

example context for language use: clement of the standards matrix situating the representation of
the English language development standards within a sociocultural setting that considers the register,
genre/text type, topic, and task

example topic: clement of the standards matrix listing a theme or concept derived from state and

national content standards that provides a context for language development

expanded sentences: complete thoughts that contain descriptive language or two ideas that are
combined using connectors (and, but, or)

features of academic language: the performance criteria of oral and written communication that
include Linguistic Complexity in the discourse dimension, Language Forms and Conventions in the
sentence dimension, and Vocabulary Usage in the word/phrase dimension

formulaic expressions: a feature of academic language in the sentence dimension that represents a
string of words acquired as a single chunk, such (e.g., “How are you?”)

framework: sce standards framework

general language: words or expressions not typically associated with a specific content area (e.g.,
describe or book)

genres: socially-defined ways in which language (e.g., oral and written) is used to participate in
particular contexts to serve specific purposes

instructional language: the language that typifies classroom discourse from teacher to teacher across

»

content areas, such as “Open your books to page .

instructional supports: sensory, graphic, and interactive resources embedded in instruction and

assessment that assist students in constructing meaning from language and content
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integrated strands: a framework for representing the WIDA ELD Standards in which grade levels,
language domains, and standards are combined in different configurations

L1: the first language a student acquires; usually refers to a home language(s) other than English, although
for some English language learners, L2 (English) may be developing simultaneously alongside L1

L2: the second language a student acquires; usually refers to English as an additional language

language development standards: language expectations for English language learners represented
within progressive levels of language proficiency

language domains: the modalities of language; listening, speaking, reading, and writing

language function: the purpose for which oral or written communication is being used; language
functions guide the choices in language use and structure as well as the social relationships being
established; first element of model performance indicators that indicates how English language learners
process or use language to demonstrate their language proficiency

language proficiency: a person’s competence in processing (through listening and reading) and
producing (through speaking and writing) language

Language Forms and Conventions: the grammatical structures, patterns, syntax, and mechanics
associated with sentence dimension meaning; one of three criteria that constitute the Performance

Definitions

levels of language proficiency: the division of the second language acquisition continuum into stages
descriptive of the process of language development; the WIDA ELD Standards have six levels of language
proficiency: 1-Entering, 2-Emerging, 3—Developing, 4-Expanding, 5-Bridging, and 6—Reaching

Linguistic Complexity: the organization, cohesion, and relationship between ideas expressed in the
variety and kinds of sentences that make up different genres and text types in oral or written language at

the discourse dimension; one of three criteria that constitute the Performance Definitions

model performance indicator (MPI): a single cell within the standards matrix that is descriptive of a
specific level of English language development for a language domain within a grade or grade-level cluster

Next Generation Science Standards: the skills and knowledge expected of students in science and

engineering

Performance Definitions: the criteria that define the Linguistic Complexity, Language Forms and
Conventions, and Vocabulary Usage for receptive and productive language across the five levels of

language proficiency

productive language: communicating meaning through the language domains of speaking and

writing



proficiency: sce language proficiency
realia: real-life objects used as instructional supports for language and content learning
receptive language: the processing of language through listening and reading

register: features of language that vary according to the context, the groups of users and purpose of the
communication (e.g., the speech used when students talk to their peers versus their principal)

scaffolding: careful shaping of the supports (e.g., processes, environment, and materials) used to
build on students” already acquired skills and knowledge to support their progress from level to level of
language proficiency

simple sentence: an independent clause with a subject and a predicate; can also have a compound
subject and/or predicate (e.g., “The students and teachers were excited.”)

social language: the everyday registers used in interactions outside and inside school

sociocultural context: the association of language with the culture and society in which it is used; in
reference to schooling, understandings of sociocultural context revolve around the interaction between
students and the classroom language environment, which includes both curriculum and those involved in

teaching and learning

specific language: words or expressions used across multiple academic content areas in school (e.g.,
chart, total, individual)

standards framework: the components representing WIDA’s five ELD Standards, including the
standards themselves, the Features of Academic Language, the Performance Definitions, and the strands
of model performance indicators (standards matrix)

standards matrix: the basic framework for representing the English language development standards
including a strand of model performance indicators, connection to state content standards, example

context for language use, cognitive function, and topic-related language

strands of model performance indicators (MPIs): the five sequential or scaffolded levels of English
language proficiency for a given topic and language domain within the standards matrix

supports: sce instructional supports

technical language: the most precise words or expressions associated with topics within academic
content areas in school

text types: categories of text that employ particular language features for specific purposes
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topic-related language: grade-level words and expressions, including those with multiple meanings
and cognates, that are associated with the example topic within the standards matrix

visual support: accompanying the use of written or oral language with illustrations, photographs,
charts, tables, graphs, graphic organizers, etc. to give ELLs additional opportunities to access meaning

Vocabulary Usage: the specificity of words or phrases for a given topic and context; one of three
criteria that constitute the Performance Definitions



Appendix B: Guiding Principles of Language Development

1.

10.

Students’ languages and cultures are valuable resources to be tapped and incorporated into schooling.

Escamilla & Hopewell (2010); Goldenberg & Coleman (2010); Garcia (2005); Freeman, Freeman, & Mercuri (2002); Gonzélez,

Moll, & Amanti (2005); Scarcella (1990)

Students’” home, school, and community experiences influence their language development.

Nieto (2008); Collier (1995); California State Department of Education (1986)

Students draw on their metacognitive, metalinguistic, and metacultural awareness to develop
proficiency in additional languages.

Cloud, Genesee, & Hamayan (2009); Bialystok (2007); Chamot & O’Malley (1994); Bialystok (1991); Cummins (1978)

Students’ academic language development in their native language facilitates their academic language
development in English. Conversely, students’ academic language development in English informs

their academic language development in their native language.

Escamilla & Hopewell (2010); Gottlieb, Katz, & Ernst-Slavit (2009); Tabors (2008); Espinosa (2009); August & Shanahan
(2006); Genesee, Lindholm-Leary, Saunders, & Christian (2006); Snow (2005); Genesee, Paradis, & Crago (2004); August &
Shanahan (2006); Riches & Genesee (2006); Gottlieb (2003); Schleppegrell & Colombi (2002); Lindholm & Molina (2000);
Pardo & Tinajero (1993)

Students learn language and culture through meaningful use and interaction.

Brown (2007); Garcia & Hamayan, (2006); Garcia (2005); Kramsch (2003); Diaz-Rico & Weed (1995); Halliday & Hasan
(1989); Damen (1987)

Students use language in functional and communicative ways that vary according to context.

Schleppegrell (2004); Halliday (1976); Finocchiaro & Brumfit (1983)

Students develop language proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing interdependently,
but at different rates and in different ways.

Gottlieb & Hamayan (2007); Spolsky (1989); Vygotsky (1962)

Students’ development of academic language and academic content knowledge are inter-related

processes.

Gibbons (2009); Collier & Thomas (2009); Gottlieb, Katz, & Ernst-Slavit (2009); Echevarria, Vogt, & Short (2008); Zwiers
(2008); Gee (2007); Bailey (2007); Mohan (1986)

Students” development of social, instructional, and academic language, a complex and long-term

process, is the foundation for their success in school.

Anstrom, et.al. (2010); Francis, Lesaux, Kieffer, & Rivera (2006); Bailey & Butler (2002); Cummins (1979)

Students’ access to instructional tasks requiring complex thinking is enhanced when linguistic
complexity and instructional support match their levels of language proficiency.

Gorttlieb, Katz, & Ernst-Slavit (2009); Gibbons (2009, 2002); Vygotsky (1962)
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Appendix D: Index of Strands by Grade Level

The tables below reference the language domains and example topics presented in WIDA’s 2012

Amplification of the English Language Development Standards. As this publication does not include a strand

for every domain within each of the five standards, we encourage educators to look for examples across
surrounding grade levels or refer to WIDA’s 2007 Edition (available at www.wida.us) for additional

€xamples ol language development. e also invite educators to ada , CUS omize, anga create new strands
ples of language development. We al te educators to adapt, cust d creat trand

of model performance indicators to meet the needs of their ELLs. A blank template for this purpose is

provided on p. 16.

Kindergarten

Performing Arts

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language™* Classroom collaboration Speaking
2: The Language of Language Arts Features of print Listening
3: The Language of Mathematics Attributes of objects Speaking
4: The Language of Science Body parts & senses Reading
5: The Language of Social Studies Self & family Writing
Complementary: The Language of Music & Rhythm Listening

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language Recreational classroom activities Reading
2: The Language of Language Arts Text elements Writing
3: The Language of Mathematics* Measurement of objects Listening
4: The Language of Science Force & motion Listening
5: The Language of Social Studies Neighborhoods/Communities Speaking
Complementary: The Language of the Humanities | Multiculturalism Reading

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language School areas, personnel, & activities | Listening
2: The Language of Language Arts Storytelling/Experiential recounting | Speaking
3: The Language of Mathematics Money Reading
4: The Language of Science Life cycles Writing
5: The Language of Social Studies* Historical times & people Reading
Complementary: The Language of Visual Arts Visual characteristics Speaking

*denotes expanded strand
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Physical Education

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language Research interests Writing
2: The Language of Language Arts* Giving feedback for revision Writing
3: The Language of Mathematics Area Listening
4: The Language of Science Electricity & magnets Speaking
5: The Language of Social Studies Civic participation Reading
Complementary: The Language of Health & Healthy choices Listening

Grade 4

Engineering

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language Community practices Speaking
2: The Language of Language Arts Narration Reading
3: The Language of Mathematics Lines & angles Writing
4: The Language of Science* Earth history/materials Listening
5: The Language of Social Studies Maps & globes/Locations Listening
Complementary: The Language of Technology & | Multimedia publishing Writing

Performing Arts

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language™* Peer assessment Speaking
2: The Language of Language Arts Text evidence Listening
3: The Language of Mathematics Coordinate plane Speaking
4: The Language of Science Solar system Reading
5: The Language of Social Studies Exploration Writing
Complementary: The Language of Music & Song lyrics Reading

*denotes expanded strand




Grade 6

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language Behavioral expectations Reading
2: The Language of Language Arts Peer editing Writing
3: The Language of Mathematics* Ratio & rate Writing
4: The Language of Science Ecosystems Listening
5: The Language of Social Studies Forms & organization of Speaking
government
Complementary: The Language of the Humanities | Interpretation of oral histories Speaking

Grade 7

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language Reflective listening Listening
2: The Language of Language Arts Main ideas Speaking
3: The Language of Mathematics Algebraic equations Reading
4: The Language of Science Scientific inquiry Writing
5: The Language of Social Studies* Agriculture Reading
Complementary: The Language of Visual Arts Art media, techniques, & processes | Listening

Grade 8

Physical Education

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language Peer pressure Writing
2: The Language of Language Arts* Literature analysis Listening
3: The Language of Mathematics Transformation of two-dimensional | Listening
figures
4: The Language of Science Forms of energy Speaking
5: The Language of Social Studies Globalization Reading
Complementary: The Language of Health & Personal health & fitness Writing

*denotes expanded strand
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Grades 9-10

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain
1: Social & Instructional Language Collaborative discussion Speaking
2: The Language of Language Arts Bias Reading
3: The Language of Mathematics Right triangles Writing
4: The Language of Science* Dependent & independent variables | Speaking
5: The Language of Social Studies Supply & demand Listening
Complementary: The Language of Technology & | Technology & ethics Reading
Engineering

- emww ]

ELD Standard Example Topic Language Domain

1: Social & Instructional Language™* Informed decisions (college & Reading
career)

2: The Language of Language Arts Satire Listening
3: The Language of Mathematics Mathematical relations & functions | Speaking
4: The Language of Science Chemical reactions Reading
5: The Language of Social Studies Historical figures & times Writing
Complementary: The Language of Music & Musical genres Speaking
Performing Arts

*denotes expanded strand

136



Appendix E: Acknowledgements and Development Process

The development of this guide represents the work of many people. To begin with, it is important to note
that the majority of the text is based on the most current edition of the WIDA standards framework, the
2012 Amplification of the English Language Development Standards. The contributions of numerous
individuals to the 2012 edition and the extensive development process that went into its creation are
documented in Appendix C of that document.

In making the decision to extend its work to international contexts, WIDA assumed that standards
developed for a U.S. context would need to be carefully examined to determine their appropriateness

for global audiences. To that end, a team of educators with international experience was assembled to
develop a review process to gather information from international educators about the feasibility of using
the WIDA ELP standards in classrooms serving English language learners situated outside the U.S.

Once the team had designed a survey and finalized the review process, educators from international
schools were asked to provide feedback on the appropriateness of the WIDA standards for use in their
schools. This feedback informed the development of features of the international guide to better suit

educators in international contexts.
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