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Introduction to the Spanish Language 
Development Standards

The 2013 Edition of the WIDA Spanish Language Development 
Standards, Kindergarten through Grade 12 is a resource for planning 
and implementing language instruction and assessment for emergent 
bilinguals who are learning academic content in Spanish. For 
educators using the WIDA English Language Development (ELD) 
Standards, this publication will also offer information on where the 
SLD standards fit within the larger WIDA system for instruction 
and assessment and how to use the SLD standards to have a broader 
understanding of the linguistic profile of students. The SLD standards 
were developed with funding from a U.S. Department of Education 
Enhanced Assessment Grant awarded to the Illinois State Board of 
Education on behalf of WIDA.

This introduction, like the SLD standards, is the result of the collaborative work of educators, experts, 
and state representatives committed to the education of language learners. The goals of the document are 
to (1) promote and guide the language development of academic Spanish and the academic success of 
students receiving content instruction in Spanish, (2) serve as a resource to educators in the development 
of curriculum, instruction, and assessment of students receiving content instruction in Spanish, (3) 
encourage and maximize the use of multiple language resources in the classroom community, and (4) 
support and frame the collaboration among educators of emergent bilingual students and instructional 
teams who serve them to ensure educational equity for all students. Section 1 of this book serves to orient 
readers to the organization and potential uses of the SLD standards framework.

Audience for the SLD Standards

In this publication, we use the term emergent bilingual when referring to students who are on a pathway 
towards bilingualism, biliteracy, and biculturalism by developing two languages (García, 2009). We 
recognize that many of these students may speak more than two languages, and even multiple linguistic 
varieties of those languages, so the label is not meant to limit or narrow the audience, but instead, it 
is meant to refer to a very heterogeneous group of individuals who are developing multiple linguistic 
repertoires. The SLD Standards were designed for the many audiences in the field of bilingual education, 
including emergent bilingual students and their families, educators, district and regional administrators, 
test developers, and curriculum and staff developers, among others.

The SLD standards matrices, along with the other components of the WIDA standards framework that  
are discussed in Section 2, are meant to be used as a tool for planning instruction and not as the end 
goal of instruction. Therefore, it is important for educators to contextualize the standards within their 
own environment and community of learners. Also, it is important to maximize other resources that 
students, their families, and the community have to offer. Since emergent bilingual and multilingual 
students use multiple language resources as they acquire new knowledge and skills and as they engage in 
a variety of cognitive, social, and linguistic tasks throughout their school day, the SLD standards are but 

SECTION 1:
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a piece of the complete picture of the school life of these bilingual students. For those educators who use 
the WIDA ELD Standards as part of their instruction and who teach content instruction in Spanish, we 
encourage them to use the SLD standards in conjunction with the ELD standards for a better picture of 
students’ language skills, since we know that many of these skills and knowledge will transfer between 
both language systems. Further, planning on how to use both sets of standards to complement the 
development of both languages can foster meta-linguistic and meta-cognitive skills in students as well as 
align the language curriculum with the complete scope of the content curriculum educators may have 
planned for their students.

As you explore the examples of language use included in Sections 3–5, you will notice the presence of 
several varieties of Spanish. This framework does not intend to provide a unique pathway in language 
development or a model for academic Spanish. Instead, the purpose is to provide different models of 
potential trajectories towards academic language proficiency and to acknowledge different varieties of 
Spanish used across different school contexts. WIDA strongly encourages educators to focus on the 
unique linguistic strengths and needs of emegent bilinguals and the varieties of Spanish they bring to our 
classrooms as a way to extend their linguistic repertoires instead of trying to conform to a single way to 
use the language.

 



O
V

ER
V

IE
W

5

Understanding the WIDA Standards 
Framework

WIDA’s view on language is that it functions through social interactions as well as with the curriculum 
in school contexts (Halliday & Hasan, 1985; Williams & Lukin, 2004, Christie, 2012). Even within the 
curriculum, students’ use of language varies depending on the situation, audience, topic, and context. 
With this in mind, WIDA’s five SLD standards are:

Standard Abbreviation

Spanish Language 
Development 
Standard 1

Emergent bilinguals communicate for Social and 
Instructional purposes within the school setting

Social and 
Instructional 
Language

Spanish Language 
Development 
Standard 2

Emergent bilinguals communicate information, ideas and 
concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 
Language Arts

The language of 
Language Arts

Spanish Language 
Development 
Standard 3

Emergent bilinguals communicate information, ideas and 
concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 
Mathematics

The language of 
Mathematics

Spanish Language 
Development 
Standard 4

Emergent bilinguals communicate information, ideas and 
concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 
Science

The language of 
Science

Spanish Language 
Development 
Standard 5

Emergent bilinguals communicate information, ideas and 
concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of 
Social Studies

The language of 
Social Studies

 
These standards reflect the different expectations for each of the various contexts provided. The way these 
five standards are implemented in curriculum, instruction, and assessment is within a larger framework. 

Core Components of the WIDA Framework for Spanish Language 
Development 

WIDA’s Framework for Language Development Standards, depicted in Figure A, consists of a set 
of interactive and interdependent components that exemplify WIDA’s vision for academic language 
development. This framework is the foundation for WIDA’s work on the creation of language 
development standards. 

SECTION 2:
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The conceptualization of academic language and 
language development in academic contexts has 
been and continues to be upheld by WIDA’s Can 
Do Philosophy and Guiding Principles of Language 
Development. WIDA’s Can Do Philosophy is based 
on the belief that all students bring to their learning 
cultural and linguistic practices, skills, and ways of 
knowing from their homes and communities. WIDA 
believes that an educator’s role is to craft instruction 
that capitalizes on and builds upon these assets. This 
belief is based on a synthesis of the literature related 
to working with culturally and linguistically diverse 
students. Using this work as a frame, WIDA drafted 
its Guiding Principles from a synthesis of literature 
and research related to language development and 
effective instructional practices for language learners. 
These Guiding Principles represent WIDA’s core 
beliefs about language development.

Using the Can Do Philosophy and Guiding Principles of Language Development as a foundation, WIDA 
identified prominent Features of Academic Language. Academic language, in this framework, is viewed as 
a vehicle for communicating and learning within sociocultural contexts; in other words, the interaction 
between different people for specific purposes and across different learning environments influence how 
language is used.

At the core of WIDA’s framework are the Performance Definitions along with the five language 
development standards and their representative matrices. The Performance Definitions delineate what 
the various levels of language proficiency look like, informed by the Features of Academic Language. 
The standards matrices help educators envision what language development might look like in K–12 
classrooms scaffolded across levels of language proficiency within the five standards. These matrices 
are used in conjunction with the Performance Definitions to describe possible student trajectories for 
academic language development. 

The components of WIDA’s framework interact and influence each other in the design of curricula, 
language instruction, and assessment of language learners. Teachers and school leaders are encouraged 
to emphasize specific elements of the Framework in their language instruction to fit the specific needs of 
individual students and contexts. In doing so, all stakeholders can participate in shaping the education of 
our increasingly diverse population.

The following sections focus on the components of the framework as they apply to the SLD standards 
and their use in curriculum, instruction, and assessment.

Exemplifying WIDA's Can Do Philo
sophy

Performance
De�nitions

Standards & 
their Matrices

Gu
id

ing Principles of Language Developm
ent

Ag
e-

Appropriate Academic Language

in Sociocultural Contexts Exemplifying WIDA's Can Do Philo
sophy

Performance
De�nitions

Standards & 
their Matrices

Gu
id

ing Principles of Language Developm
ent

Ag
e-

Appropriate Academic Language

in Sociocultural Contexts

Figure A: Components of the WIDA 
Standards Framework
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Features of Academic Language

The Features of Academic Language represent WIDA’s conceptualization of academic language. While we 
are aware that academic language is fluid, shifting, and evolving, in order to operationalize this concept 
and use it in instruction and assessment, we designed the Features of Academic Language to list the 
salient characteristics of what academic language looks like in schools.

Language in schools is closely tied to students’ experiences, their relationships with others, and the 
ways in which they use it to engage in communication. The language and experiences students bring 
from home and their communities are as important as the language and experiences they encounter in 
classrooms and schools. Since language is embedded in and influenced by the sociocultural context of 
school and by those involved in teaching and learning, we don’t define academic language in isolation. 
Instead, we situate it within a sociocultural context as Figure B (page 8) shows. The term “sociocultural 
context” has multiple definitions in education research. For its use in the SLD standards, WIDA defines 
sociocultural context as the setting in which communication occurs. The elements that define this 
setting within the WIDA framework include the register, the genre and text types, the topic, the task or 
situation, and the participants’ identities and roles in learning.

Register refers to the different ways in which language is used and how it varies depending on who is part of 
the communication. For example, how students adjust language when talking to their teacher versus when 
talking to each other.

Genres refer to the specific and particular types of text or discourse, which are typically socially accepted 
for particular purposes. For example, argumentation and explanation are two different genres.

Text types refer to the rhetorical variations within a text. For example, within an informational genre, one 
may find structures related to time order, description, comparison, and cause and effect.

Topic refers to the theme of study and it will also have an impact on the language use. A topic could be 
World War II or multiplication of fractions.

Task or situation refers to the specific activity in which students are engaged that elicits the processing or 
production of language. Examples could include anything from a conversation with a teacher between 
classes to a request for clarification in a literary circle with peers.

Identities refer to the individual, social, and shared identities that students negotiate in different contexts. 
These may shift or overlap to maximize the knowledge, practices, and language from home and the 
various communities to which they belong.

Roles refer to the positioning of the learner within learning environments or situations. For example, in a 
lecture, the learners need to use their listening skills and process the information they hear. On the other 
hand, when working in a group, students’ roles change and so does their language use. They need to 
understand and process information, but they are also expected to produce.
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Even though we have provided definitions for each term separately, they all interact with each other 
to place unique demands on students’ linguistic repertoires. What makes the sociocultural context 
complex is that the contexts in which students interact and communicate are also defined and redefined 
by their participation, along with that of other individuals. While the system of communication can be 
very complex, our goal with this chart (Figure B) is to isolate elements that have great impact on how 
language is used; they can be utilized by educators to reflect on the language demands and opportunities 
in their own classrooms.

Figure B: The Features of Academic Language in WIDA’s SLD Standards

Las características del lenguaje académico se ubican dentro de un contexto sociocultural para el uso 
del lenguaje.

Criterios para el 
desempeño

Características

En el discurso Complejidad 
lingüística
(Cantidad y variedad de 
texto oral o escrito)

Cantidad de texto hablado/escrito
Estructura del texto hablado/escrito
Densidad del texto hablado/escrito
Organización y cohesión de ideas
Variedad en tipos de oraciones

En la oración Formas y 
convenciones 
del lenguaje
(Tipos, variedad y uso de 
estructuras del lenguaje)

Tipos y variedad de estructuras gramaticales
Convenciones, reglas y fluidez
Uso de formas del lenguaje apropiadas al propósito/
perspectiva

En la palabra 
y/o en frase

Uso del vocabulario
(Elección de palabras y 
frases específicas)

Lenguaje general, específico y técnico
Significados múltiples de palabras y frases
Expresiones típicas y predecibles
Significados semejantes con diferencias tenues
Locuciones del lenguaje

Los contextos socioculturales para el uso del lenguaje incluyen la interacción entre el estudiante  
y el ambiente en el que se encuentra, el cual incluye…

•	 el registro
•	 el género/tipo de texto
•	 el tema
•	 la actividad/la situación
•	 las identidades de los participantes y los roles sociales

Las características del lenguaje académico en los estándares de WIDA
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In Figure B, we also describe the features of language from three different perspectives: discourse level 
or Linguistic Complexity, sentence level or Language Forms and Conventions, and word/phrase level or 
Vocabulary Usage.

Linguistic Complexity refers to the quantity and variety of oral and written text. It is important to note 
that more text requires more organization. However, more text does not always imply higher complexity. 
In some disciplines, like mathematics, large concepts are synthesized in a small amount of text and 
students are required to unpack the language to process the content of the message.

Language Forms and Conventions refer to the types, array, and use of language structures within 
a sentence, as well as the conventions used in specific disciplines and contexts. For some, this level 
represents syntax, phonology, orthography, and other areas dealing with the rules of language. We 
would like educators to also keep in mind the conventions of language, which are also critical for 
comprehension and meaning making. For example, it is not enough to be able to conjugate verbs in 
a variety of tenses, but it is equally important to know when to use each tense to provide emphasis or 
nuances in meanings depending on the context.

Vocabulary Usage refers to the way words or phrases are used to convey a message. These words and 
phrases increase in sophistication as students become more aware of and comfortable with language. 
Students at lower levels of language proficiency may feel more comfortable using general, every-day 
vocabulary, while students at higher levels use specific words with meanings that vary from context 
to context (e.g., cell and table). Still, comfort in using technical and specialized vocabulary comes at 
the highest levels of language proficiency. Rather than thinking of this level as evaluating how many 
words students know, think about it as reflecting on how students use words and phrases in appropriate 
situations.

These three levels (discourse, sentence, and word/phrase) interact and overlap in authentic 
communication. We can use any of these as lenses to examine language and gain different perspectives. 
We hope that conceptualizing language through these three levels will expand the view of language 
beyond just vocabulary or just grammar, but instead, educators can be mindful of all three levels without 
losing the perspective of the specific purpose for language use.

In school contexts, the Features of Academic Language can be used by teachers and other educators as 
a tool to analyze curriculum and determine language targets for the different units within a school year. 
They can also be used to review curricular materials to ensure their language focus includes all three 
criteria. Finally, the Features can be used in planning language instruction to ensure a balance addressing 
language at all three levels.

Performance Definitions

The Performance Definitions shape each of the five levels of Spanish language proficiency using the 
Features of Academic Language as criteria. Figures C and D define the language students are expected to 
process and produce through oral or written communication at each level of language proficiency.
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The Performance Definitions can be used as a tool to plan for language instruction and differentiated 
content instruction. For instance, when giving oral directions to students at beginning levels of language 
proficiency, the educator should keep in mind the language students are able to process, and whenever 
possible, adjust their language use and provide other supports, such as modeling, paraphrasing, or using 
visuals. In some cases, it may not be possible to modify the language, so the use of supports and creative 
crafting of the activities can also help support students who do not have enough language proficiency 
to process the language. For example, in reading a challenging text, students with beginning levels 
of language proficiency could benefit from watching the story as a video as they read, from ongoing 
conversations about the bigger concepts, and from more interactive supports.

The Performance Definitions can also be used as a tool to identify the focus for language instruction. For 
instance, educators can first use the Features of Academic Language to analyze the language demands 
of particular units of instruction. Then, using this analysis along with the Performance Definitions, 
educators can fine tune and differentiate the larger language targets into more specific language objectives 
appropriate for the various proficiency levels of their students. For example, a group of educators may 
identify that comparison is an important language target in a unit that deals with communities. As 
individual teachers address comparison within their lessons, they may use their students’ language 
proficiency levels to identify specific vocabulary, language forms, or discourse types that they want to 
focus on for their students. Therefore, while it may not be possible for a newcomer to produce the 
language of comparison, the teachers’ objective may include identifying language related to comparison 
or using the language by providing sentence frames. For a student at level 3, it may be appropriate 
to encourage him or her to use more sophisticated language, like compound sentences that use 
conjunctions: “like,” “however,” or “on the other hand.”

Emergent bilinguals cannot be represented through a single proficiency level (e.g., Level 2, Level 3, Level 
4) or even their proficiencies in each language domain (e.g., Level 2–Listening, Level 3–Reading, Level 
4–Speaking). Instead, language is fluid and students’ proficiency often varies based on the context for 
language use. Therefore, the Performance Definitions are a tool to observe language performance over 
time and in various spaces, and we encourage teachers to use information they collect as one of various 
measures for examining language development.
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Strands of Model Performance Indicators

The strands of model performance indicators (MPIs) provide examples of language use across the 
different levels, just like the Performance Definitions. However, in the strands, the language is further 
contextualized within different modes of communication, subject areas, and grade levels. They help 
educators envision what the SLD standards look like in the classroom.

The elements of the strands of MPIs are the following:

Figure E: Standard, Grade Level, Example Topic, and Connection

 

Grade level (Grado) Students’ development is complex. It does not include only language, but also 
academic, social, and emotional development, just to name a few. And the development in all these areas 
is inter-related. Therefore, the language use will look differently at different ages because of the students’ 
maturity, and also because of their exposure to specific topics, concepts, and information, as well as the 
other areas of development. Consequently, the strands in Section 5 show examples by grade level from 
Kindergarten through 8th grade, and then by cluster for grades 9–10 and 11–12. At the same time, it is 
important to remember that language development progresses differently for different people. Therefore, 
educators may want to look for examples of language development in their students’ grade level, but also 
one or two grade levels below and above, to get a better understanding of what language development may 
look like for diverse students.

The Connection (Conexión) represents the integration of content and language. The examples provided 
correspond to language connected to a variety of content standards, including the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), standards from other states across 
the country, and standards from Puerto Rico, Mexico, and Chile. The variety of sources for content is to 
demonstrate what language looks like across different contexts and the flexibility of the SLD standards to 
work with various content standards. The Connection is also a reminder of the importance of exposing 
emergent bilinguals to grade level content, regardless of their levels of Spanish language proficiency.

The Example Topic (Tema) is the specific theme for the language interaction. Although the Connection 
provides us with a general understanding of the context of instruction, there are many topics an educator 
could focus on throughout a unit, moreso within a lesson, and even more specifically through the 
different tasks and activities within the lesson. These topics are typically closely related to the Connection.

GRADO: 4.O

CONEXIÓN:  Next Generation Science Standards (Grade 4): 

Assessment is limited to a single form of weathering or erosion.]

Estándares de Contenido y Expectativas de Grado, Programa de Ciencias SM.4.6 (4to  Grado); Puerto Rico: Construye un modelo sencillo representando los procesos del ciclo del 
agua.

EJEMPLO DEL CONTEXTO PARA EL USO DEL LENGUAJE:  Los estudiantes leen una variedad de textos informativos y los medios de comunicación sobre las características 

FUNCIÓN COGNOSCITIVA:  Los estudiantes en todos los niveles de desempeño del español ANALIZAN información.

LE
ER

Nivel de entrada
1

Nivel emergente
2

Nivel de desarrollo
3

Nivel de extensión
4

Nivel de transformación
5 N

ivel de trascendencia – 6

lenguaje asociado con  el 
ciclo del agua usando 

con apoyo de L1

con el ciclo del agua 
usando apoyos visuales o 

Categorizar lenguaje 
asociado con el ciclo del 
agua usando organizadores 

Categorizar lenguaje 
asociado con el ciclo del 
agua usando organizadores 

Organizar lenguaje 
asociado con el ciclo del 
agua

LENGUAJE TEMÁTICO: Los estudiantes en todos los niveles de desempeño del español aprenden palabras y expresiones tales como: escurrimiento, evaporación, 
condensación, precipitación,  estados del agua, ciclo hidrológico, clima

ESTÁNDAR 4 DLE: El lenguaje de las ciencias naturales TEMA:  El ciclo del agua
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Example Context for Language Use (Ejemplo del contexto para el uso del lenguaje) refers to the 
particular situation, event, or context in which the communication occurs. Students use language in 
particular ways that vary according to the context. The context for language use provides ideas about the 
activity or task, what the product will be, who the audience is, and what genre or register the students are 
expected to produce or engage in during the particular activity. In short, it provides an authentic school 
example for educators to be able to imagine the situation in which language is being used.

Figure F: Example Context for Language Use

The Cognitive Function (función cognoscitiva) offers information on the cognitive demand of the 
particular activity. Though it would be hard to capture all the different cognitive tasks involved in a 
lesson, the cognitive function aims to highlight the mental process expected in the particular language 
event described in the context. The cognitive function is a reminder to educators that students are capable 
of and need access to instructional tasks that require complex thinking regardless of their language 
proficiency.

Figure G: Cognitive Function

Topic-Related Language (lenguaje temático) provides examples of language associated with the 
content with which all students, regardless of their language proficiency levels, should engage. Examples 
provided typically include words or phrases, but we would like to encourage educators to think beyond 
words and phrases and include language at the sentence and discourse level. For example, students 
should be exposed to the flow of a haiku poem or the words that mark when a question is being asked. 
Students’ language development is a complex and long-term process and we should provide students with 
opportunities to interact with content-related language. Further, content and language are inter-related 
and in the case of some topics, the concept may not be accessible without the language attached to it. An 
example would be a lesson in the water cycle. All students, regardless of their level, should learn the word 
evaporation, even if to describe it, they need to draw pictures.
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Figure H: Topic-Related Language

Domain (Forma(s) del lenguaje) shows the particular modality of language use: listening, speaking, 
reading, or writing. Students use and develop language at different rates and in different ways in each of 
the different domains. Although it is rare to use a domain in isolation during interaction and instruction, 
having a focus on a particular domain can help students and educators balance language instruction and 
have the opportunity to use other domains to support the development of one particular domain. It is 
important to remember that these four are a subset of possible domains within communication. Others 
include visual, auditory through music or other sounds, and others that students today apply on a daily 
basis when using technology or developing fine arts skills.

Levels of Language Proficiency for the WIDA SLD Standards have been socially constructed using 
the Features of Academic Language. They represent the process of language development over time. 
Language development needs to be scaffolded and mediated through interaction. The levels are defined in 
Figures C and D on pages 10-11 and when examined together from level 1 through level 5, they provide 
an example of a potential language development trajectory. In the WIDA SLD Standards, we call this a 
strand of MPIs.

Figure I: Domain and Levels of Language Proficiency

 

Model performance indicators (MPIs) are the sample statements describing how language is used for 
particular standards, in a particular domain, at a particular level of language proficiency. The MPI is the 
smallest unit of representation of the SLD standards. Each model performance indicator has three elements:

Figure J: Model Performance Indicator (MPI)
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The language function emphasizes the focus on language. In the example in Figure J, the focus is the 
language used to categorize. It may include a sequential organization of the language (discourse level), the 
use of adverbs (sentence level), and words or phrases (word/phrase level) that help to categorize language 
in texts.

A content stem provides the connection to the content and ensures that the the targeted language is related 
and supports the content being learned. It also helps narrow the endless amount of possible language 
features used to categorize (per the example in Figure J).

Supports are included in MPIs, typically from level 1 through level 4 and in kindergarten and first grade, 
often through level 5. However, educators should take into account that scaffolding is always useful for all 
students learning new information, skills, or language. The supports included in the MPIs can be sensory, 
graphic, or interactive.

Figure K: Examples of Sensory, Graphic, and Interactive Supports

Sensory Supports Graphic Supports Interactive Supports

Real-life objects (realia)

Manipulatives 

Pictures and photographs

Illustrations and drawings

Magazines and newspapers

Physical activities

Videos and films

Broadcasts

Models and figures 

Charts

Diagrams

Graphic organizers

Tables

Graphs

Timelines

Number lines 

In pairs or partners

In triads or small groups

In a whole group

Using cooperative group
structures

With the internet (websites) or 
software programs

In the native language (L1)

With mentors 

 
The strands help educators contextualize the information in the other parts of the WIDA SLD 
framework, like the Features of Academic Language and the Performance Definitions. Educators can 
use them as models to examine and determine the language needed for their own curriculum. They can 
modify them to facilitate the integration of their own context. They can also use them to communicate 
with other educators and share specific examples of the language students are able to process or produce 
and the language educators may be targeting for the language instruction of particular students.

Educators and administrators can also use the strands to communicate with families and community 
members and explain the process of language acquisition, the levels of language proficiency of different 
students, or the level of support needed in particular sites.
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Integrated, Expanded, and Complementary Strands

Along with the grade-level strands, there are integrated, expanded, and complementary strands. These 
strands further help educators conceptualize how academic language is produced and processed by 
emergent bilinguals in and across various school contexts. This section provides an overview of these 
special strands.

It is important to remember that these strands are examples and not guidelines. Knowing your students 
and your curriculum as well as engaging in ongoing formative language assessment will inform your 
understanding of what your individual students can do and possible next steps in their language 
instruction. Because multiple pathways to language proficiency exist and because each student brings 
unique experiences and knowledge to the classroom, individual students may or may not already know 
the language shown in the examples. Therefore, we recommend that these strands be used to trigger 
a focus on language, but not to prescribe curriculum or suggest a specific trajectory towards language 
proficiency. These strands, as with all of the other examples included in the grade-level strands, are meant 
to guide and inspire teachers on the development of their own language curriculum and are not meant to 
be the language curriculum itself.

In Section 3, you will find integrated strands for the following grade clusters: K–5, 6–8, and 9–12. These 
strands intend to offer educators ideas on how to integrate language domains and standards. They are 
useful for educators who create and teach multidisciplinary units. They aim to promote collaboration 
among educators and ideas on how to integrate language in these contexts. When using or examining 
these strands, educators should consider the diversity in language proficiency among students and across 
domains for individual students.

In Section 4, you will find expanded strands for grades K, 2, 5, 8, and 11–12. These strands have been 
expanded to include specific examples of the language features that correspond to the MPIs within the 
strand. Through these expanded strands, educators will more directly see the connections among three of 
the components of the standards framework: Features of Academic Language, Performance Definitions, 
and the strands of MPIs. 

In Section 5, you will find strands for each of WIDA’s five SLD standards by grade level, including all 
the elements previously described. This section also includes one complementary strand per grade level 
to reach out to all educators who work with emergent bilinguals. These strands represent our belief that 
language learning occurs throughout the school day and in formal and informal settings. We wish to 
recognize that academic language permeates schooling and that all teachers are in fact language teachers.

WIDA’s complementary strands cover:
•	 The Language of Art
•	 The Language of Civics and Ethics
•	 The Language of Health and Physical Education
•	 The Language of Music
•	 The Language of Technology and Engineering
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SLD Standards in Action

The SLD standards can be put to action in classrooms, schools, and districts by using them to:
•	 create student profiles that include information on language use
•	 establish targets and objectives for language instruction and assessment
•	 identify means of assessing of language targets and objectives
•	 develop activities and tasks that focus on language development
•	 differentiate the language of instruction, activities, and assessments that focus on content
•	 discuss language development of students
•	 reflect on instruction, curriculum, and assessment programs and models
•	 collaborate with other educators and establish roles and responsibilities

The way the SLD standards include content facilitates the collaboration with other educators. In 
programs with multiple languages used for content instruction (e.g., bilingual programs), aligning 
language instruction to match specific language purposes (e.g., comparing and contrasting or 
justification) across both languages can promote conversations about language and meta-linguistic 
awareness.

The SLD standards also provide a focus for language specialists and integrate language instruction in core 
content instruction, rather than using language development time as a separate, disconnected time. It also 
provides an authentic and relevant context for students. Finally, it helps to communicate to others the 
role of language instruction and the standards and expectations for language growth.

Using the SLD standards with families, administrators, community members, and other stakeholders 
creates a common language and understanding about language development. Hopefully, this common 
understanding translates into additional support for educators, and ultimately, for the academic 
achievement of emergent bilinguals.

Customizing Strands for Your Local Context

WIDA’s strands of MPIs are only examples that illustrate differentiated language expectations related to 
content-area instruction within one language domain. We invite educators to create, innovate, transform, 
and customize the strands to best meet the needs of their students and language education programs. 
Figure L (page 19) shows the guiding questions educators should ask themselves when planning 
instruction for emerging bilinguals or when drafting customized strands of MPIs. Figure M (page 20) 
contains a blank template that can be copied and reused for this purpose.
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ng
an

 id
ea

s d
e 

di
fe

re
nt

es
 ti

po
s d

e 
ex

pl
or

ac
io

ne
s d

en
tro

 d
e 

su
s c

om
un

id
ad

es
 lo

ca
le

s 
de

 m
an

er
a 

de
 h

ac
er

 e
l a

pr
en

di
za

je
 so

br
e 

un
a 

pa
rt

ic
ip

ac
ió

n 
ju

sta
 y

 d
em

oc
rá

tic
a 

re
le

va
nt

e,
 m

ot
iv

ad
or

a 
y 

m
em

or
ab

le
 p

ar
a 

es
e 

gr
up

o 
en

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 d

e 
es

tu
di

an
te

s.

A 
m

ed
id

a 
qu

e 
re

vi
se

 lo
s m

od
el

os
 d

e 
in

di
ca

do
re

s d
e 

de
se

m
pe

ño
 p

ar
a 

la
s c

ua
tro

 
fo

rm
as

 d
el

 le
ng

ua
je

 c
on

sid
er

e 
el

 ti
po

 d
e 

in
str

uc
ci

ón
 li

ng
üí

sti
ca

 e
sp

ec
ífi

ca
 y

 lo
s 

tip
os

 d
e 

ap
oy

os
 n

ec
es

ar
io

s q
ue

 le
 p

er
m

iti
rá

n 
a 

lo
s e

stu
di

an
te

s e
n 

cu
al

qu
ie

r n
iv

el
 d

e 
de

se
m

pe
ño

 to
m

ar
 u

n 
ro

l a
ct

iv
o 

en
 e

l p
ro

ye
ct

o 
fin

al
 d

e 
su

 e
qu

ip
o.

 P
or

 fa
vo

r t
om

e 

no
ta

 q
ue

 d
e 

la
s f

or
m

as
 li

ng
üí

sti
ca

s d
e 

es
cu

ch
ar

 y
 le

er
 m

ue
str

an
 c

óm
o 

lo
s e

stu
di

an
te

s 
ju

nt
an

 in
fo

rm
ac

ió
n 

en
 la

s f
as

es
 a

nt
er

io
re

s d
el

 p
ro

ye
ct

o 
y 

la
s f

or
m

as
 p

ro
du

ct
iv

as
 

pr
es

en
ta

n 
ex

pe
ct

at
iv

as
 d

ife
re

nt
es

 re
sp

ec
to

 a
 c

óm
o 

lo
s e

stu
di

an
te

s d
es

ar
ro

lla
rá

n 
(e

sc
rib

ir)
 e

l p
ro

ye
ct

o 
y 

có
m

o 
lo

 p
re

se
nt

ar
án

 (h
ab

la
r)

.

Si
 se

 u
sa

 e
ste

 c
on

tin
uo

 p
ar

a 
la

 in
str

uc
ci

ón
, e

s i
m

po
rt

an
te

 te
ne

r e
n 

cu
en

ta
 q

ue
 e

l 
de

se
m

pe
ño

 li
ng

üí
sti

co
 d

e 
lo

s e
stu

di
an

te
s v

ar
ía

 d
ep

en
di

en
do

 d
e 

la
 si

tu
ac

ió
n,

 d
el

 
pr

op
ós

ito
 y

 d
el

 m
od

o 
de

 la
 c

om
un

ic
ac

ió
n 

(e
sc

uc
ha

r, 
ha

bl
ar

, l
ee

r y
 e

sc
rib

ir)
. P

or
 e

sta
 

ra
zó

n,
 e

s i
m

po
rt

an
te

 q
ue

 lo
s e

du
ca

do
re

s t
en

ga
n 

en
 c

ue
nt

a 
qu

e 
au

nq
ue

 se
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
qu

e 
el

 le
ng

ua
je

 d
e 

un
 e

stu
di

an
te

 e
stá

 a
 u

n 
ni

ve
l d

e 
de

se
m

pe
ño

 d
e 

4,
 e

l e
stu

di
an

te
 

pr
ob

ab
le

m
en

te
 se

 d
es

en
vu

el
va

 li
ng

üí
sti

ca
m

en
te

 a
 d

ife
re

nt
es

 n
iv

el
es

 e
n 

es
cr

itu
ra

, 
le

ct
ur

a 
o 

co
m

pr
en

sió
n 

or
al

. C
on

se
cu

en
te

m
en

te
, e

s i
m

po
rt

an
te

 q
ue

 e
l e

du
ca

do
r l

ea
 

lo
s d

es
cr

ip
to

re
s d

e 
lo

s n
iv

el
es

 d
e 

ca
da

 m
od

o 
de

 c
om

un
ic

ac
ió

n.
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EJ
EM

PL
O

 D
EL

 C
O

N
TE

X
TO

 P
A

R
A

 E
L 

U
SO

 D
EL

 L
EN

G
U

A
JE

:  
Lo

s e
stu

di
an

te
s r

ec
ol

ec
ta

n 
da

to
s e

sta
dí

sti
co

s s
ob

re
 la

 p
ar

tic
ip

ac
ió

n 
de

 c
iu

da
da

no
s e

n 
di

ve
rs

as
 re

sp
on

sa
bi

lid
ad

es
 

cí
vi

ca
s y

 e
l e

je
rc

ic
io

 d
e 

su
s d

er
ec

ho
s, 

co
n 

el
 p

ro
pó

sit
o 

de
 c

om
pr

en
de

r e
l s

ist
em

a 
de

m
oc

rá
tic

o 
de

 lo
s E

E.
U

U
. U

sa
nd

o 
es

ta
 in

fo
rm

ac
ió

n,
 lo

s e
stu

di
an

te
s a

pl
ic

an
 su

s c
on

oc
im

ie
nt

os
 

so
br

e 
la

 d
em

oc
ra

ci
a 

a 
sit

ua
ci

on
es

 e
sc

ol
ar

es
 y

 m
ov

im
ie

nt
os

 e
stu

di
an

til
es

.

FU
N

CI
Ó

N
 C

O
G

N
O

SC
IT

IV
A

:  
Lo

s e
stu

di
an

te
s e

n 
to

do
s l

os
 n

iv
el

es
 d

e 
de

se
m

pe
ño

 d
el

 e
sp

añ
ol

 E
VA

LÚ
AN

 d
at

os
.

N
iv

el
 d

e 
en

tr
ad

a
1

N
iv

el
 e

m
er

ge
nt

e
2

N
iv

el
 d

e 
de

sa
rr

ol
lo

3
N

iv
el

 d
e 

ex
te

ns
ió

n
4

N
iv

el
 d

e 
tr

an
sf

or
m

ac
ió

n
5

Nivel de trascendencia–6
ESCUCHAR Y LEER

Id
en

tifi
ca

r d
at

os
 

re
la

ci
on

ad
os

 c
on

 la
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

ac
ió

n 
de

m
oc

rá
tic

a 
co

n 
un

 c
om

pa
ñe

ro
 u

sa
nd

o 
or

ga
ni

za
do

re
s g

rá
fic

os
, 

ba
nc

os
 d

e 
pa

la
br

as
 y

 a
po

yo
s 

vi
su

al
es

Id
en

tifi
ca

r d
at

os
 

sig
ni

fic
at

iv
os

 y
 d

et
al

le
s 

so
br

e 
la

 p
ar

tic
ip

ac
ió

n 
de

m
oc

rá
tic

a 
co

n 
un

 
co

m
pa

ñe
ro

 u
sa

nd
o 

or
ga

ni
za

do
re

s g
rá

fic
os

 y
 

ba
nc

os
 d

e 
pa

la
br

as

Id
en

tifi
ca

r p
os

ib
le

s 
ca

us
as

 d
e 

da
to

s s
ob

re
 la

 
pa

rt
ic

ip
ac

ió
n 

de
m

oc
rá

tic
a 

m
ed

ia
nt

e 
el

 d
iá

lo
go

 e
n 

gr
up

os
 p

eq
ue

ño
s u

sa
nd

o 
or

ga
ni

za
do

re
s g

rá
fic

os
 

Id
en

tifi
ca

r e
fe

ct
os

 
po

te
nc

ia
le

s r
el

ac
io

na
do

s 
co

n 
da

to
s s

ob
re

 la
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

ac
ió

n 
de

m
oc

rá
tic

a 
en

 g
ru

po
s p

eq
ue

ño
s

H
ac

er
 in

fe
re

nc
ia

s d
e 

da
to

s 
so

br
e 

la
 p

ar
tic

ip
ac

ió
n 

de
m

oc
rá

tic
a

HABLAR Y ESCRIBIR

N
om

br
ar

 p
os

ib
le

s c
au

sa
s 

y 
ef

ec
to

s r
el

ac
io

na
do

s 
co

n 
da

to
s s

ob
re

 la
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

ac
ió

n 
de

m
oc

rá
tic

a 
a 

un
 c

om
pa

ñe
ro

 u
sa

nd
o 

or
ga

ni
za

do
re

s g
rá

fic
os

, 
ba

nc
os

 d
e 

pa
la

br
as

 y
 a

po
yo

s 
vi

su
al

es
 

D
es

cr
ib

ir 
po

sib
le

s c
au

sa
s 

y 
ef

ec
to

s r
el

ac
io

na
do

s 
co

n 
da

to
s s

ob
re

 la
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

ac
ió

n 
de

m
oc

rá
tic

a 
a 

un
 c

om
pa

ñe
ro

 u
sa

nd
o 

or
ga

ni
za

do
re

s g
rá

fic
os

 y
 

ba
nc

os
 d

e 
pa

la
br

as

Ex
pl

ic
ar

 p
os

ib
le

s c
au

sa
s 

y 
ef

ec
to

s r
el

ac
io

na
do

s 
co

n 
da

to
s s

ob
re

 la
 

pa
rt

ic
ip

ac
ió

n 
de

m
oc

rá
tic

a 
en

 g
ru

po
s p

eq
ue

ño
s u

sa
nd

o 
or

ga
ni

za
do

re
s g

rá
fic

os

Ex
pl

ic
ar

 c
on

 d
et

al
le

s 
po

sib
le

s c
au

sa
s y

 e
fe

ct
os

 
re

la
ci

on
ad

os
 c

on
 d

at
os

 
so

br
e 

la
 p

ar
tic

ip
ac

ió
n 

de
m

oc
rá

tic
a 

en
 g

ru
po

s 
pe

qu
eñ

os
 

Ju
sti

fic
ar

 c
au

sa
s y

 e
fe

ct
os

 
re

la
ci

on
ad

os
 c

on
 d

at
os

 
so

br
e 

la
 p

ar
tic

ip
ac

ió
n 

de
m

oc
rá

tic
a 
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G
R

A
D

O
S:

 9
.0 –1

2.
0

Es
to

s c
on

tin
uo

s a
yu

da
n 

a l
a i

m
ag

in
ac

ió
n 

de
 ed

uc
ad

or
es

 q
ue

 p
ue

da
n 

tra
ba

jar
 en

 eq
ui

po
s 

pa
ra

 la
 p

re
pa

ra
ció

n 
de

 u
ni

da
de

s i
nt

er
di

sc
ip

lin
ar

ias
 q

ue
 in

co
rp

or
en

 d
ife

re
nt

es
 fo

rm
as

 
de

l l
en

gu
aje

 y
 co

nt
en

id
os

 ed
uc

at
iv

os
. A

sí,
 lo

s e
stu

di
an

te
s p

od
rá

n 
ha

ce
r c

on
ex

io
ne

s 
im

po
rta

nt
es

 en
tre

 la
s d

ife
re

nt
es

 d
isc

ip
lin

as
 y

 te
m

as
. P

or
 ej

em
pl

o,
 la

 g
en

te
 y

 su
 en

to
rn

o 
en

 re
lac

ió
n 

a l
os

 ca
m

bi
os

 p
ro

du
cid

os
 p

or
 la

 g
lo

ba
liz

ac
ió

n.
 A

 m
ed

id
a q

ue
 lo

s e
stu

di
an

te
s 

se
 fa

m
ili

ar
iza

n 
co

n 
el 

co
nc

ep
to

 d
e l

a g
lo

ba
liz

ac
ió

n,
 lo

s e
du

ca
do

re
s p

od
rá

n 
co

nc
en

tra
rse

 
en

 la
 in

str
uc

ció
n 

es
pe

cífi
ca

 d
e l

as
 d

ife
re

nt
es

 ca
ra

ct
er

íst
ica

s d
el 

len
gu

aje
 as

oc
iad

o 
co

n 
las

 
fo

rm
as

 d
e c

om
un

ica
r y

 d
e c

om
un

ica
rse

 so
br

e l
a g

lo
ba

liz
ac

ió
n,

 a 
tra

vé
s d

e l
os

 d
ife

re
nt

es
 

co
nt

en
id

os
 ed

uc
at

iv
os

.

En
 es

te
 co

nt
in

uo
 in

te
gr

ad
o 

lo
s m

od
elo

s d
e i

nd
ica

do
re

s d
e d

es
em

pe
ño

s p
ar

a e
l l

en
gu

aje
 

pr
od

uc
tiv

o 
y 

re
ce

pt
iv

o,
 se

 en
cu

en
tra

n 
in

te
gr

ad
os

 y
 p

er
m

ite
n 

de
 es

ta
 fo

rm
a, 

el 
us

o 
de

 
la 

fo
rm

a l
in

gü
íst

ica
 q

ue
 el

 es
tu

di
an

te
 d

om
in

a m
ejo

r (
ej.

 H
ab

lar
) c

om
o 

an
da

m
iaj

e p
ar

a 

de
sa

rro
lla

r o
tra

s f
or

m
as

 li
ng

üí
sti

ca
s (

ej.
 E

sc
rib

ir)
. D

e e
sta

 m
ism

a f
or

m
a, 

el 
lee

r s
ob

re
 el

 
te

m
a, 

po
dr

á s
er

vi
r i

gu
alm

en
te

 có
m

o 
un

 an
da

m
iaj

e p
ar

a d
es

ar
ro

lla
r l

a c
ap

ac
id

ad
 d

e l
os

 
es

tu
di

an
te

s d
e e

sc
uc

ha
r s

ob
re

 es
e m

ism
o 

te
m

a y
 v

ice
ve

rsa
.

Al
gu

na
s d

e e
stá

s p
os

ib
ili

da
de

s, 
in

clu
ye

n 
el 

co
nt

ex
to

 p
ar

a e
l d

es
ar

ro
llo

 d
e e

sta
s 

ha
bi

lid
ad

es
, u

 o
po

rtu
ni

da
de

s p
ar

a a
pr

en
de

r d
en

tro
 d

e u
n 

co
nt

ex
to

 d
et

er
m

in
ad

o.
 E

n 
es

te
 ca

so
 u

na
 p

os
ib

ili
da

d 
se

ría
 el

 q
ue

 lo
s e

stu
di

an
te

s s
e t

ur
na

ra
n 

en
 le

er
 ar

tíc
ul

os
 d

e 
In

te
rn

et
 y

 q
ue

 lu
eg

o 
es

cu
ch

as
en

 u
na

 g
ra

ba
ció

n 
de

l m
ism

o 
te

xt
o 

pa
ra

 au
m

en
ta

r s
us

 
ni

ve
les

 d
e c

om
pr

en
sió

n.
 P

ar
a l

a p
rá

ct
ica

 d
e l

as
 h

ab
ili

da
de

s p
ro

du
ct

iv
as

, l
os

 es
tu

di
an

te
s 

po
dr

ían
 co

nv
er

sa
r e

n 
vo

z a
lta

 y
 co

n 
su

s c
om

pa
ñe

ro
s s

ob
re

 el
 te

m
a, 

pa
ra

 lu
eg

o 
es

cr
ib

ir 
su

s p
en

sa
m

ien
to

s y
 ex

pe
rim

en
ta

r e
l p

on
er

 su
s i

de
as

 en
 u

n 
te

xt
o 

es
cr

ito
. T

od
os

 lo
s 

es
tu

di
an

te
s p

od
rá

n 
co

nt
rib

ui
r a

 su
 en

te
nd

im
ien

to
 y

 ex
pe

rie
nc

ias
 en

 re
lac

ió
n 

a l
a 

gl
ob

ali
za

ció
n.
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om

m
on
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or

e S
ta

te
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

 fo
r E

ng
lis

h 
La

ng
ua

ge
 A

rt
s &

 L
ite

ra
cy

: 
W

rit
in

g,
 (G

ra
de

s 9
–1

0)
 P

ro
du

cti
on

 a
nd

 D
ist

rib
ut

io
n 

of
 w

rit
in

g:
 U

se
 te

ch
no

lo
gy

, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

in
te

rn
et

, t
o 

pr
od

uc
e,

 p
ub

lis
h 

an
d 

up
da

te
 in

di
vi

du
al

 o
r s

ha
re

d 
w

rit
in

g 
pr

od
uc

ts 
ta

ki
ng

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
 o

f t
ec

hn
ol

og
y’s

 c
ap

ac
ity

 to
 li

nk
 a

ll 
th

e 
ot

he
r i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

an
d 

to
 d

isp
la

y 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
fle

xi
bl

y 
an

d 
dy

na
m

ic
al

ly

C
om

m
on

 C
or

e S
ta

te
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

 fo
r E

ng
lis

h 
La

ng
ua

ge
 A

rt
s &

 L
ite

ra
cy

: C
ol

leg
e a

nd
 C

ar
ee

r 
Re

ad
in

ess
 A

nc
ho

r S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 fo

r R
ea

di
ng

 (G
ra

de
s 9

–1
0)

 In
te

gr
at

io
n 

of
 K

no
w

led
ge

 a
nd

 
id

ea
s: 

7.
 In

te
gr

at
e 

an
d 

ev
al

ua
te

 c
on

te
nt

 p
re

se
nt

ed
 in

 d
iv

er
se

 fo
rm

at
s a

nd
 m

ed
ia

, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

vi
su

al
ly

 a
nd

 q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
el

y, 
as

 w
el

l a
s i

n 
w

or
ds

: 9
. A

na
ly

ze
 h

ow
 tw

o 
or

 m
or

e 
te

xt
s a

dd
re

ss
 si

m
ila

r t
he

m
es

 o
r t

op
ic

s i
n 

or
de

r t
o 

bu
ild

 k
no

w
le

dg
e 

or
 to

 c
om

pa
re

 th
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

es
 th

e 
au

th
or

s t
ak

e.

C
om

m
on

 C
or

e S
ta

te
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

 fo
r M

at
he

m
at

ics
, H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
 (G

ra
de

s 9
–1

2)
: S

ta
tis

tic
s 

an
d 

Pr
ob

ab
ili

tie
s I

nt
er

pr
et

in
g 

C
at

eg
or

ica
l &

 Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e D

at
a,

 S
um

m
ar

iz
e, 

re
pr

ese
nt

, 
an

d 
in

te
rp

re
t d

at
a 

on
 tw

o 
ca

te
go

ric
al

 a
nd

 q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e v

ar
ia

bl
es,

 H
SS

-I
D

.B
.5

: S
um

m
ar

ize
 

ca
te

go
ric

al
 d

at
a 

fo
r t

w
o 

ca
te

go
rie

s i
n 

tw
o-

w
ay

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 
ta

bl
es

. I
nt

er
pr

et
 re

la
tiv

e 
fre

qu
en

ci
es

 in
 th

e 
co

nt
ex

t o
f t

he
 d

at
a 

(in
cl

ud
in

g 
jo
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Appendix A: Glossary of Terms and Expressions Related to 
WIDA’s Standards
academic content standards: the skills and knowledge expected of students in the core content areas 
for each grade level

academic language: the oral and written text required to succeed in school that entails deep 
understanding and communication of the language of content within a classroom environment; revolves 
around meaningful application of specific criteria related to Linguistic Complexity at the discourse level, 
Language Forms and Conventions at the sentence level, and Vocabulary Usage at the word/phrase level 
within the particular context in which communication occurs

cognitive functions: the mental processes involved in learning

cohesion: a feature of academic language at the discourse level involving the grammatical and lexical 
elements within and across sentences that hold text together to give it meaning

collocations: words or phrases that naturally co-occur with each other, (e.g., “peanut butter and jelly,” or 
“a strong resemblance”)

Common Core State Standards: the skills and knowledge expected of students in English language 
arts, mathematics (Kindergarten–Grade 12), and literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical 
subjects, (Grades 6–12); adopted by the vast majority of states in the U.S. in 2010

complementary strands: the use of the standards framework to represent critical areas of schooling 
outside the five Spanish language development standards, including music, the humanities, civics and 
ethics, art, health and physical education, technology, and engineering

complex sentence: one independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses with a 
subordinator such as because, since, after, although, or when or a relative pronoun such as that, who, or 
which (e.g., “When school started, the students were excited.”)

compound sentence: two or more independent clauses joined by coordinating conjunctions (e.g., for, 
and, nor, but, or, yet, so), semicolons, or a semicolon followed by a conjunctive adverb (e.g., “School 
started today; the students were excited.”)

content stem: the element of model performance indicators, derived from state and national content 
standards, including the Common Core State Standards and Next Generation Science Standards, that 
provides a standards-referenced example for contextualizing language development

connections to academic content standards: examples of the association or correspondence of 
content to language standards

discourse: extended oral or written language conveying multiple connected ideas; its language features 
are shaped by the genre, text type, situation, and register

domains: see language domains
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emergent bilinguals: students who are on a pathway towards bilingualism, biliteracy and biculturalism 
by developing two or more languages (García, 2009)

example context for language use: element of the strands of MPIs situating the representation of the 
Spanish language development standards within a sociocultural setting that considers the register, genre/
text type, topic, and task

example topic: element of the strands of MPIs listing a theme or concept derived from state and 
national content standards that provides a context for language development

expanded sentences: complete thoughts that contain descriptive language or two ideas that are 
combined using connectors (and, but, or)

expanded strands: a framework for representing the WIDA Spanish Language Development Standards 
that extends to include examples of the three performance criteria of academic language (Linguistic 
Complexity, Language Forms and Conventions, Vocabulary Usage) across levels of language proficiency

Features of Academic Language: the performance criteria of oral and written communication that 
include Linguistic Complexity at the discourse level, Language Forms and Conventions at the sentence 
level, and Vocabulary Usage at the word/phrase level

formulaic expressions: a feature of academic language at the sentence level that represents a string of 
words acquired as a single chunk, such (e.g., “How are you?”)

general language: words or expressions not typically associated with a specific content area (e.g., 
describe or book)

genres: socially-defined ways in which language (e.g., oral and written) is used to participate in 
particular contexts to serve specific purposes

instructional language: the language that typifies classroom discourse from teacher to teacher across 
content areas, such as “Open your books to page	.”

instructional supports: sensory, graphic, and interactive resources embedded in instruction and 
assessment that assist students in constructing meaning from language and content

integrated strands: a framework for representing the WIDA SLD Standards in which grade levels, 
language domains, and standards are combined in different configurations

L1: the first language a student acquires; usually refers to a home language(s) other than Spanish, 
although for some emergent bilinguals, multiple languages may be developing simultaneously

L2: the second language a student acquires; in this publication, it refers to Spanish as an additional 
language
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language development standards: language expectations for emergent bilinguals represented within 
progressive levels of language proficiency

language domains: the modalities of language; listening, speaking, reading, and writing

language function: the purpose for which oral or written communication is being used; language 
functions guide the choices in language use and structure as well as the social relationships being 
established; first element of model performance indicators that indicates how emergent bilinguals process 
or use language to demonstrate their language proficiency

language proficiency: a person’s competence in processing (through listening and reading) and 
producing (through speaking and writing) language

Language Forms and Conventions: the grammatical structures, patterns, syntax, and mechanics 
associated with sentence level meaning; one of three criteria that constitute the Performance Definitions

levels of language proficiency: the division of the second language acquisition continuum into stages 
descriptive of the process of language development; the WIDA SLD Standards have six levels of language 
proficiency: 1–Nivel de entrada, 2–Nivel emergente, 3–Nivel de desarrollo, 4–Nivel de extensión, 5–Nivel de 
transformación, 6–Nivel de trascendencia

Linguistic Complexity: the organization, cohesion, and relationship between ideas expressed in the 
variety and kinds of sentences that make up different genres and text types in oral or written language at 
the discourse level; one of three criteria that constitute the Performance Definitions

model performance indicator (MPI): a single cell within a strand of MPIs that is descriptive of a 
specific level of Spanish language development for a language domain within a grade or grade-level cluster

Next Generation Science Standards: the skills and knowledge expected of students in science and 
engineering

Performance Definitions: the criteria that define the Linguistic Complexity, Language Forms and 
Conventions, and Vocabulary Usage for receptive and productive language across the five levels of 
language proficiency

productive language: communicating meaning through the language domains of speaking and 
writing

proficiency: see language proficiency

realia: real-life objects used as instructional supports for language and content learning

receptive language: the processing of language through listening and reading

register: features of language that vary according to the context, the groups of users and purpose of the 
communication (e.g., the speech used when students talk to their peers versus their principal)
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scaffolding: careful shaping of the supports (e.g., processes, environment, and materials) used to 
build on students’ already acquired skills and knowledge to support their progress from level to level of 
language proficiency

simple sentence: an independent clause with a subject and a predicate; can also have a compound 
subject and/or predicate (e.g., “The students and teachers were excited.”)

social language: the everyday registers used in interactions outside and inside school

sociocultural context: the association of language with the culture and society in which it is used; in 
reference to schooling, understandings of sociocultural context revolve around the interaction between 
students and the classroom language environment, which includes both curriculum and those involved in 
teaching and learning

specific language: words or expressions used across multiple academic content areas in school (e.g., 
chart, total, individual)

standards framework: the structure that supports the conceptualization, design, and implementation 
of the WIDA standards. The components representing WIDA’s framework for language learning include 
the Features of Academic Language, the Performance Definitions, and the Strands of Model Performance 
Indicators supported by WIDA’s Can Do Philosophy and Guiding Principles of Language Development.

strand of model performance indicators (MPIs): the five sequential or scaffolded levels of Spanish 
language proficiency for a given topic and language domain

supports: see instructional supports

technical language: the most precise words or expressions associated with topics within academic 
content areas in school

text types: categories of text that employ particular language features for specific purposes

topic-related language: grade-level words and expressions, including those with multiple meanings 
and cognates, that are associated with the example topic within the strands of MPIs

visual support: accompanying the use of written or oral language with illustrations, photographs, 
charts, tables, graphs, graphic organizers, etc. to give emergent bilinguals additional opportunities to 
access meaning

Vocabulary Usage: the specificity of words or phrases for a given topic and context; one of three 
criteria that constitute the Performance Definitions
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Appendix C: Index of Strands by Grade Level
The tables below reference the language domains, example topics, and cognitive functions presented in 
WIDA’s Spanish Language Development Standards, Kindergarten through Grade 12, 2013 Edition. We 
invite educators to adapt, customize, and create new strands of MPIs to meet the needs of their students. 
A blank template for this purpose is provided on p. 20.

Kindergarten

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Friendship Reading Understand

2: The Language of Language Arts Sounds and symbols Writing Apply

2: The Language of Language Arts* Story elements Writing Apply

3: The Language of Mathematics Patterns Listening Analyze

4: The Language of Science Weather Listening Analyze

5: The Language of Social Studies Culture Speaking Analyze

Complementary: Language of Art Portraits Speaking Remember

Grade 1

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Following instructions Listening Understand

2: The Language of Language Arts Gender and number agreement Speaking Analyze

3: The Language of Mathematics Basic operations (addition and 
subtraction)

Reading Apply

4: The Language of Science Magnetism Writing Remember

5: The Language of Social Studies Transportation Speaking Evaluate

Complementary: Language of Health 
and Physical Education

Healthy habits Writing Create

Grade 2

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language School events Writing Create

2: The Language of Language Arts Personal experiences Writing Create

2: The Language of Language Arts* Stories and personal experiences Reading Apply

3: The Language of Mathematics Geometric shapes (2D and 3D) Listening Understand

4: The Language of Science Temperature Speaking Evaluate

5: The Language of Social Studies Careers and professions Reading Analyze

Complementary: Language of 
Technology & Engineering

Computers Speaking Analyze

 
*denotes expanded strand
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Grade 3

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Diversity Speaking Evaluate

2: The Language of Language Arts Facts and opinions Reading Analyze

3: The Language of Mathematics Fractions Writing Remember

4: The Language of Science Plants Reading Evaluate

5: The Language of Social Studies Patriotic symbols Speaking Analyze

Complementary: Language of Music Musical instruments Speaking Remember

Grade 4

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Collaboration Speaking Create

2: The Language of Language Arts Register Listening Analyze

3: The Language of Mathematics Decimals Speaking Analyze

4: The Language of Science Water cycle Reading Analyze

5: The Language of Social Studies Historical periods Writing Apply

Complementary: Language of Civics 
and Ethics

Ethical decisions Reading Understand

Grade 5

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Modes of mass communication Reading Understand

2: The Language of Language Arts Figurative language Writing Create

3: The Language of Mathematics Planes and coordinates Listening Understand

3: The Language of Mathematics* Graphs and coordinates Writing Analyze

4: The Language of Science States of matter Listening Analyze

5: The Language of Social Studies Migration/Immigration Speaking Analyze

Complementary: Language of Art Theory of color Writing Evaluate
 
*denotes expanded strand
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Grade 6

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Homework Listening Analyze

2: The Language of Language Arts Literary genres Speaking Evaluate

3: The Language of Mathematics Area Reading Apply

4: The Language of Science Properties of matter Writing Understand

5: The Language of Social Studies Economic changes Reading Analyze

Complementary: Language of Health 
and Physical Education

Sportsmanship Listening Understand

Grade 7

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Social interaction Writing Create

2: The Language of Language Arts Composition Writing Create

3: The Language of Mathematics Probability and data analysis Listening Analyze

4: The Language of Science Scientific method Speaking Analyze

5: The Language of Social Studies Civil rights and responsibilities Reading Understand

Complementary: Language of 
Technology & Engineering

Technological advances Speaking Evaluate

Grade 8

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Cooperative group work Speaking Understand

2: The Language of Language Arts* Analyzing arguments Reading Analyze

3: The Language of Mathematics Linear equations Writing Analyze

4: The Language of Science Scientific inventions and 
discoveries

Speaking Evaluate

5: The Language of Social Studies European expansion Writing Analyze

Complementary: Language of Music Folkloric music Reading Create
 
*denotes expanded strand
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Grades 9–10

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Time management Listening Create

2: The Language of Language Arts Character development Listening Analyze

3: The Language of Mathematics Problem solving Speaking Analyze

4: The Language of Science Geochemical cycles Reading Analyze

5: The Language of Social Studies Political opinions Writing Create

Complementary: Language of Civics 
and Ethics

Ethical behavior Writing Evaluate

Grades 11–12

SLD Standard Example Topic Language Domain Cognitive Function

1: Social & Instructional Language Informed decision-making Reading Analyze

2: The Language of Language Arts Literary resources Writing Create

3: The Language of Mathematics Formulas and equations Writing Analyze

3: The Language of Mathematics* Formulas and equations Listening Analyzes

4: The Language of Science Global warming Listening Analyze

5: The Language of Social Studies Economic systems Speaking Evaluate

Complementary: Language of Art Uses of technology Listening Understand

*denotes expanded strand
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In February and April of 2011, WIDA brought together groups of language educators to continue 
drafting grade-level strands of MPIs. The grade-level and linguistic expertise of the following educators 
generated creative ideas for the draft strands. WIDA is grateful for their ongoing commitment to the 
project.

Grades K–5 Strand-Writing Workshop, February 17–18, 2011, Madison, WI

Rosa Campos, CUSD #308, Oswego, IL
Yolanda Kocemba, District 54, Schaumburg, IL
Latania Marr, Albuquerque Public Schools, NM
Maria Navarro, District 300, Carpentersville, IL
Ana Maria Salazar, Albuquerque Public Schools, NM
Wilma Valero, U-46, Elgin, IL

Grades 4–12 Strand-Writing Workshop, April 13–14, 2011, Arlington Heights, IL

Beatriz Alday, District 300, Carpentersville, IL
Araceli Arroyos, Albuquerque Public Schools, NM
Rosa Campos, CUSD #308, Oswego, IL
Ana Luisa Dominguez, Meridian School District 223, IL
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Dana Oesterlin Castellon, Chicago Public Schools, IL
Maria Elena Orozco, Albuquerque Public Schools, NM
José Reyes, Gadsden Independent School District, NM
Marisa Silva, Albuquerque Public Schools, NM

The voices and experience of these educators in the field of bilingual education, along with their passion 
for working with emerging bilinguals, informed the development of the SLD strands of MPIs.

WIDA also convened a National Advisory Council Meeting consisting of experts in bilingual education 
and assessment and representatives from the SALSA grant’s state-level leaders in March 2011. The group 
discussed the SALSA grant deliverables and provided valuable input and feedback on the initial drafts 
of the SLD standards. Participants also shared insight on the practical application of the SLD standards 
to curriculum and instruction, and brainstormed ways to disseminate information on the standards to 
bilingual educators in the field. 
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In the spring of 2012, WIDA released a draft of the strands of MPIs for each grade level. Educators across 
the country and Puerto Rico were invited to complete an anonymous online survey where they were 
prompted to consider the appropriateness of the specific elements and content of the strands of MPIs. 
Feedback from the survey was compiled and reviewed to inform edits and enhancements to the draft. 

Throughout this process of reviews and revisions, WIDA’s SLD team collaborated with Dr. Cecilia 
Colombi from the University of California-Davis who provided expert guidance to the project staff on 
the development of the SLD Performance Definitions and related research. Dr. Colombi also provided 
feedback on the Kindergarten Speaking Rubric for the PODER assessment.

In December 2012, WIDA released a revised draft of the K–12 strands of MPIs and the SLD 
Performance Definitions. Through collaboration with educators, additional feedback was collected and 
reviewed. Final revisions were made and reviewed by project stakeholders and educators. Upon release 
of the publication, additional efforts will take place to ensure ongoing alignment to state and national 
standards and to engage educators in professional development around the standards framework.

The following WIDA staff members and consultants participated in events and/or shared their time and 
expertise over the course of the project:
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